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The  Seymour  Collection 


"I  give  and  bequeath  to  The  Connecticut  Historical  Society  .  .  .  ," 
— these  words  appear  with  interesting  frequency  in  the  will  of  George 
Dudley  Seymour.  This  frequency  is  not  surprising  to  anyone  who 
knew  the  donor  well.  A  native  of  Bristol,  he  took  tremendous  pride 
in  his  descent  from  the  early  settlers  of  Hartford  County,  particularly 
the  Seymour  and  Churchill  families.  In  his  will  he  tells  of  his  long 
membership  in  The  Connecticut  Historical  Society  and  of  his  services 
as  its  Vice-President. 

A  bachelor  of  independent  means,  George  Dudley  Seymour  made 
his  hobbv  the  study  of  those  items  of  Connecticut  history  which  in- 
terested him,  and  of  the  collecting  and  preserving  of  colonial  furniture, 
especially  if  it  was  a  relic  of  one  of  his  ancestral  families. 

His  adoration  of  Nathan  Hale,  for  no  other  word  would  describe 
adequately  his  attitude  toward  that  hero,  is  too  well  known  to  need 
comment  here. 

When  Mr.  Seymour  made  his  plan  to  leave  his  collection  of 
furniture  to  The  Connecticut  Historical  Society,  he  was  aware  that 
similar  gifts  had  often  turned  out  to  be  problems  as  well  as  assets  to 
the  recipients.  He  therefore,  with  great  foresight,  made  generous 
provision  for  the  financial  responsibility  which  the  Society  would 
assume  by  accepting  his  bequest.  He  left  funds  for  an  adequate  display 
room.  As  a  result,  the  Seymour  Room  is  one  of  the  features  of  the 
Society's  home,  and  he  added  funds  for  its  upkeep  and  for  the  care 
of  the  objects  which  were  to  go  in  it. 

Another  bequest  is  unusual,  for  it  was  given  to  finance  a  catalogue 
of  the  collection.  The  Connecticut  Historical  Society  considers  itself 
very  fortunate  to  have  the  privilege  of  preparing  and  publishing 
this  volume  in  accordance  with  his  desires. 


Too  few  collectors  have  had  the  wisdom  to  leave  detailed  notes 
on  their  acquisitions.  George  Dudley  Seymour  did  this  in  the  form 
of  a  notebook  containing  pictures  and  comments  on  the  pieces.  He 
not  only  furnished  the  basic  data,  but  he  also  asked  that  his  comments, 
where  appropriate,  be  incorporated  in  the  catalogue.  They  add  much, 
not  only  by  the  information  they  contain  regarding  the  items,  but  even 
more  by  their  pungent  frankness.  At  times  the  remarks  are  caustic, 
and  the  editors  considered  the  wisdom  of  some  deletion.  Further 
thought  brought  a  realization  that  they  relate  to  a  by-gone  generation 
and  can  do  no  harm.  Any  censorship  would  have  been  most  offensive 
to  the  author,  and  the  result  would  not  have  been  George  Dudley 
Seymour. 

Newton  C.  Brainard 
President 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  dating  of  furniture  and  attribution  to  specific  makers 
is  often  a  matter  of  opinion,  lacking  sufficient  documentary  proof,  and  has  there- 
fore been  omitted  in  assembling  this  catalogue.  Measurements,  identification  of 
wood,  and  general  descriptions  have  been  made  by  Paul  Koda,  Consultant.  These 
have  been  edited  to  exclude  what  is  not  already  apparent  in  the  photographs. 
The  term  restoration  is  defined  as  "parts  that  are  new" ;  refinished  as  "new 
paint  or  varnish";  and  original  as  "good  state  of  preservation"  or  "untouched." 
Each  piece  falls  into  one,  or  more,  of  these  categories.  The  key  to  references  used 
in  this  catalogue  is  as  follows : 

Lockwood,    Luke   Vincent,    Colonial   Furniture   in    America,   2   Vols.,    New 
York,  1 91 3,  hereafter  called  Lockwood. 

Lyon,  Irving  Whithall,  The  Colonial  Furniture  of  New  England,  3rd  edi- 
tion, Boston,  1925,  hereafter  called  Lyon. 

Nutting,  Wallace,  Furniture  of  the  Pilgrim  Century  1620-1720,  Framing- 
ham,   1924,  hereafter  called  Pilgrim. 

Nutting,   Wallace,   Furniture    Treasury,   2   Vols.,    New  York,    1948,   here- 
after called   Treasury. 

The  "Notebook"  entries  are  unfortunately  not  dated,  but  the  bulk  of  them  appear 
to  have  been  made  between  1912-1916.  References  by  Mr.  Seymour  to  "several 
years  ago,"  etc.,  should  be  calculated  from  this  period. 


The  Collection 


BIBLE  BOX 

[food:  Oak;  bottom  and  top  pine. 

Dimensions :     9  inches  high,  25 T  2  inches  long,  17  inches  wide. 

Description  : 

Condition:        Front  patched,  some  necessary  restoration.  Lock  of  later  date.  Box 
has  till. 

History:  Originated  in  Guilford.  Initials  "R.W."  in  foliated  tulip  motif. 

Notebook : 

References :       Pilgrim,  #142,  description  p.    172;    Treasury,  #122 

ACC.  NO.  45  :  1077 


Wood: 
Dimensions . 
Description . 
Condition  : 
History : 


BIBLE  BOX 

Whitewood. 

6J/2  inches  high,  2oy2  inches  long,  1054  inches  wide. 


Top  has  been  repaired.  Originally  had  staple  hinges. 
Two  attributions:  "This  box  was  made  in  1 714  by  a  boy  9  years 
old  with  a  jack  knife,  David  Fanning  by  name.  Belonged  to  James 
Cranstun,  Norwich  City."  Mr.  Seymour  added,  "Probably  1736." 

Notebook : 

References:       Pilgrim,  #148,  description  p.   175;   Treasury,  #142 

acc.  xo.  45  :  1082 


BIBLE  BOX 


Wood:  Pine;  bottom  chestnut. 

Dimensions :     9  inches  high,  25^2  inches  long,  1 5 ^2  inches  wide. 

Description  : 

Condition:        Box  has  till.  Top  may  be  of  later  date. 

History : 

Notebook: 

References :       Pilgrim,  #147,  description  p.   172;   Treasury,  #141 

ACC.  NO.  45  :   IO79 


BIBLE  BOX 

Wood:  Pine. 

Dimensions :     g  inches  high,  24  inches  long,   18/^  inches  wide. 

Description: 

Condition:        Varnished.  Painted  design  underneath  is  original 

History  : 

A  otebook: 

References : 

ACjC.  NO.  45  :  1078 


BIBLE  BOX 

Wood:  Whitewood. 

Dimensions :     8  inches  high,  24^2  inches  long,  15  inches  wide. 

Description:     Box  has  original  painted  decoration  of  Heart  and  Vine  motif. 

Condition  : 

History  : 

\otebook : 

References:       Pilgrim,  #155,   description   p.    176;   Treasury,  #164 

acc.  NO.  45  :  1080 


I  food: 
Dimensions . 
Description . 
Condition : 

History  : 
A  otebook : 


References  : 
ACC.  no.  45 


BIBLE  BOX 

White  oak  and  pine. 

7  inches  high,  24  inches  long,  26  inches  wide. 

Piece  re/inished  and   has  some   restoration.  Top,   added  later,   h 


Was  bought  many  years  ago  from  Bradley  Bros,  in  New  Haven 
Done  over  by  Robbms  Bros,  and  I  think  by  Patrick  Stevens  and 
perhaps  too  much  colored.  The  design  of  the  carv  ng  is  found  on 
our   New  V     TTf '7  3nd  remim'SCent  "f  the  b-f  Uourn  of 

Z:nm-TtZV'Theais  m  Holland-  The  fnterior  -—  a 

Pilgrim,  #140,  description  p.  171-2;  Treasury,  #1  u 
1081 


CHEST,  MINIATURE 

Wood:  Pine. 

Dimensions:     12  inches  high,  14^2  inches  long,  6  inches  deep. 

Description  : 

Condition:        Piece  has  considerable  restoration.  New  ball  or  pumpkin  feet. 

History  : 

Xotebook : 

References: 

ACC.  NO.  45  :  1073 


CHEST,  MINIATURE 

I  food:  Oak  with  pine  bottom. 

Dimensions:     1 5  inches  high,  19^  inches  long,  12  inches  deep. 

Description : 

Condition:        Feet  restored  about  5  inches;  bottom  partially  restored.  Piece  re- 

finished. 
History:  Granville,  Mass. 

Notebook :         "Restored  by  Robbins  Bros.,  but  no  new  wood  used,  and  no  changes 
made.   [Luke  Vincent]    Loclcwood  places  date  about   1690. 

References:       Treasury,  #14 
ACC.  NO.  45:  1074 


[1072]  [1070] 

CHEST,  MINIATURE 

Wood:  Whitewood  ;  front  of  drawer  maple. 

Dimensions:     17  inches  high,  15  inches  long,  9J/2  inches  deep. 

Description : 

Condition :        Leather  hinges  replaced  and  places  of  old  hinges  patched. 

History  : 

Notebook : 

References : 

acc.  NO.  45  :  1072 


Wood: 
Dimensions : 
Description : 
Condition  : 

History  : 
Notebook  : 
References  : 
ACC.  NO.  45  : 


CHEST,  MINIATURE 

Whitewood. 

1 7 '4  inches  high,  18^/2  inches  wide,  12  inches  deep. 

Double  arched  moldings  and  pivoted  cleat  hinges. 

Some  restoration  has  been  done  on  drawer.  Strip  of  wood  has  been 

added  at  back  of  top.  Finish  probably  original. 


Pilgrim,  #84  and  #85,  description  p.   112;   Treasury,  #79 
1070 


CHEST,  MINIATURE 

Wood:  Whitewood. 

Dimensions:     18V2  inches  high,  20  inches  wide,  9  inches  deep. 

Description :     Piece   is   companion   to  #1069   with   apron   similar   to   #1069   and 

#1070.  No  molding  above  apron. 

New  top,  but  old  pivoted  hinge  cleats.  Old  paint. 

May  have  been  made  by  same  family  as  #1069  and  #1070  as  there 

is  much  similarity  in  the  three  pieces. 


Condition : 
History : 

Notebook : 

References : 

acc.  NO.  45  :  107 1 


Treasury,  #80 


Wood: 
Dimensions . 
Description . 

Condition : 
History : 
Notebook : 


References: 
ACC.  NO.  45 


CHEST,  MINIATURE 

Whitewood. 

24^  inches  high,  27  inches  wide,  13  inches  deep. 
Dark  early  paint  of   reddish-brown  hue.  Two-board  molded   top 
with  oak  cleats  added  at  a  later  date.  See  also  #1071,  above. 
Good  finish. 

Baldwin  family  of  Branford. 

"Bought  about  1910  in  Branford.  Still  in  the  rough  and  painted 
a  brownish  red.  Everything  original.  .  .  .  Lockwood  called  atten- 
tion to  the  double-arched  moldings  applied  to  the  front.  The  piece 
is  said  to  have  belonged  to  the  Baldwin  family  of  Branford,  and 
was  associated,  when  found,  with  a  still  smaller,  child's  piece  of 
the  same  general  character.  .  .  .  Lockwood  called  this  an  interesting 
piece  and  placed  it  early  in  the  1 8th  century.  Since  writing  the 
foregoing  I  have  acquired  (in  the  forepart  of  191 5)  the  small 
child's  chest  above  referred  to.  The  two  pieces  have  many  re- 
semblances as  to  design,  material,  workmanship,  details,  color  &c 
and  seem  to  have  been  made  at  the  same  time. —  Letter  from 
Phoebe  Taintor  Ives,  Branford,  May  30,  1915:  'The  party  from 
whom  I  got  the  chest  that  I  sold  you  .  .  .  tells  me  that  it  was  built 
when  the  house  was  made  &  the  house  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
Branford.  It  belonged  in  the  Baldwin  family  ever  since  the  house 
was  built  until  it  was  sold  2  years  ago.  Four  generations  lived 
there 


1069 


IO 


1 1 


CHEST,  MINIATURE 

[food:  Pine. 

Dimensions:     16  inches  high,  24  inches  wide,  11  inches  deep. 

Description :  Painted  green. 

Condition:        Some  restoration.  Piece  made  considerably  after  its  period. 

History  : 

Notebook: 

References : 

ACC.  NO.  45  :  1075 


CHEST,  BLANKET,  MINIATURE 

Wood:  Pine. 

Dimensions :  20  inches  high,  30  inches  wide,  14^  inches  deep. 

Description :  Piece  has  deep  till  on  left  side  and  staple  hinges.  Chest  red  with 

painted  decorations  on  top  and  front. 

Condition :  Original. 
History : 
Notebook : 
References: 

ACC.  NO.  45 :  1084 


12 


13 


CHEST,  BLANKET 

Wood:  Oak. 

Dimensions :     2^/2  inches  high,  49  inches  wide,  21  inches  deep. 

Description :     Three  panels  in  hack;  chamfered  construction.  Three  panels  and 
shadow  molding  on  top.  Lunettes  on  top  rail  scratched  in. 

Condition :        Till  has  heen   restored.   It  once  had  a  lock  which  has  now  been 
patched. 

History:  Found  in  Portsmouth,  N.H. 

Notebook: 

References:      Pilgrim,  #6,  description  p.  35;  Treasury,  #10 

ACC.  NO.  45:   1 107 
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CHEST,  BLANKET 

Wood:  Oak;  pine  top. 

Dimensions:     25  inches  high,  54^2  inches  long,  20  inches  deep. 

Description :     Piece  has  three  panels  in  back. 

Condition:        Till  probably  is  a  replacement.  New  top  once  had  a  lock  and  is 
now  patched.  Skillfully  restored. 

History: 

Notebook : 

References: 

ACC.  NO.  45  :  1099 
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CHEST,  BLANKET 

Wood:  Oak. 

Dimensions :     24  inches  high,  42  inches  wide,   15  inches  deep. 

Description :  This  piece  has  some  red  and  black  paint.  Notches  and  scratched 
carving  on  lid  is  not  original.  Chest  constructed  similarly  to  the 
"Wainscot"  chests. 

Condition :        Piece  has  been  restored. 

History: 

Notebook: 

References : 

acc.  no.  45  :  1085 
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CHEST,  BLANKET 

Wood:  Oak;  pine  top. 

Dimensions:  27  inches  high,  53^  inches  wide,   igtf  inches  deep. 

Description:  Till  has  double  compartment. 

Condition:  Original.  Rerinished  in   191 1   by  Samuel  Wolf. 

History  : 

A  otebook: 

References:       Pilgrim,  #9,  description  p.  36;   Treasury,  #8 
ACC.   NO.  45:    1090 
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CHEST,  BLANKET 


Wood: 
Dimensions : 
Description  : 
Condition  : 
History  : 
Notebook: 


References: 

ACC.  NO.  45:   IIOI 


Oak;  pine  top. 

26^2  inches  high,  43  inches  wide,  21  inches  deep. 

Restored  and   refinished. 

From  Antrim,  X.H. 

"Called  by  me  the  'Antrim'  chest.  .  .  .  Restored  by  Robbins  Bros. 
during  the  Stevens  regime.  No  new  wood  used  ;  original  deal  top. 
I  am  convinced  that  the  Renaissance  carving  on  the  front  was 
copied  by  the  maker  from  the  flyleaf  of  some  old  Bible.  .  .  .  Lock- 
wood  places  date  in  the  3rd  quarter  of  the  17th  century,  i.e.,  1650- 
1675.  I  bought  this  chest  in  1904  for  $50.00  from  Mrs.  Helen 
Fuller  Fowle,  a  dealer  in  Brookline,  Mass.  She  seems  to  have  bought 
it  in  Sunapee,  X.H.,  from  Mrs.  George  H.  Perkins,  to  whom  I 
wrote  for  its  history.  Under  date  of  October  12,  1904,  Mrs. 
Perkins  wrote  Mrs.  Fowle  as  follows:  'In  regard  to  the  history 
of  the  chest,  I  cannot  tell  you  much  about  it.  I  only  know  that  it 
has  been  in  our  family  ever  since  I  can  remember.  Possibly,  my 
brother,  (George  P.  Little,  Antrim,  N.H.)  being  older  than  I 
can  tell  you  something  about  it.'  Mrs.  Fowle  sent  Mrs.  Perkins' 
letter  to  me,  and  I  wrote  Mr.  Little  who,  on  Nov.  9,  1904,  wrote 
me  as  follows:  'Yours  received.  In  regards  the  old  chest  I  think 
my  father  bought  it  at  an  auction  sale  of  Josiah  Herricks  in  the 
town  of  Antrim,  X.H.  This  Mr.  Herricks  was  a  man  of  some 
ninety  years  old  as  long  ago  as  I  can  remember  and  it  was  about 
that  time  that  the  chest  was  bought  and  I  am  now  in  my  sixtieth 
years.  My  Father  and  Mother  have  both  been  dead  for  some  years, 
consequently  I  have  nothing  to  go  by  only  my  own  memory.'  ' 

Pilgrim,  #31,  description  p.   77;   Treasury,  #13 
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CHEST,  BLANKET 

If7 ond:  Oak,  with  pine  bottom. 

Dimensions :     2  5-:>4  inches  high,  47  inches  wide,  19  inches  deep. 

Description:     Back  panel   is  chamfered  and  inserted  in  groove  as  in  front  and 
end  panels.  Paint  on  moldings  somewhat  dark. 

Condition:        Top  is  new,  also  bottom  boards;  rest  of  piece  is  original.  Skillfully 
restored. 

History: 

Notebook :  '  'Connecticut'  chest  design  but  without  drawer  .  .  .  'Connecticut' 

chests  without  drawers  are  so  exceedingly  rare  as  to  be  almost 
unknown.  ...  In  the  eighties,  I  should  say,  I  went  to  Berlin  to 
spend  a  Sunday  with  my  Cousin  Leonard  Churchill  Hubbard, 
whose  mother,  then  a  very  old  woman,  was  Nancy,  eldest  daughter 
of  my  great-great  uncle,  Solomon  Churchill.  She  frowned  on  any 
references  to  old  furniture  on  the  Lord's  Day,  but  Cousin  Leonard 
smuggled  me  into  the  woodshed,  to  show  me  this  chest,  set  up  on 
end  and  used  as  a  repository  for  harnesses.  At  length  and  at  last 
I  reduced  it  to  possession  but  the  family  Court  Cup-Board,  having 
been  carried  off  upstairs,  so  blocked  the  narrow  hallway  that  it 
was  ejected  from  the  house  (a  desperate  woman  must  have  in- 
spired the  act)  and  carried  out  into  the  back  yard,  where,  before 
it  could  find  sanctuary  in  the  barn,  it  was  espied  by  those  all-seeing 
'Cromwell  Thieves'  (the  two  Pryors),  who  stole  it  and  carried 
it  off  to  Hartford  and  sold  it.  Ultimately,  it  was  presented  by 
grateful  parishioners  or  friends  or  both  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  George 
Leon  Walker,  of  the  old  First  Church,  from  whom  it  passed  to 
his  son.  Professor  Williston  Walker,  whose  house  on  Edwards 
Street  it  now  adorns.  I  am  lucky  to  have  secured  the  drawerless 
'Connecticut'  chest,  before  it  was  discarded." 

References :      Pilgrim,  #11,  description  pp.  36,  41;  Treasury,  #41 

acc.  NO.  45  :  1 120 
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Wood: 

Dimensions: 
Description  : 
Condition  : 
History  : 

Notebook: 

References : 
ACC.  NO.  45 


CHEST,  BLANKET 

Oak. 

2by2  inches  high,  45^2  inches  wide,  18  inches  deep. 

New  top  and  end  cleats.  Piece  refmished.  Note  corner  brackets. 
Found  in  an  old   house  on   South   Street,   Bristol,   and   it  had  be- 
longed to  a  Mrs.  Hubbell,  mother  of  X.  LaPorte  Hubbell. 
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CHEST,  BLANKET 

Wood:  Pine. 

Dimensions :  23  inches  high,  47  inches  wide,  16  inches  deep. 

Description :  Till  is  without  lid;  staple  hinges. 

Condition :  Little  restoration  and  some  original  red  paint  left  on  piece. 

History:  Found  in  Churchill  house,  Newington. 

Notebook  : 

References:  Pilgrim,  #80,  description  p.    Ill;   Treasury,  #89 

ACC.  NO.  45  :  1 1 15 
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CHEST,  BLANKET 

Wood:  Pine  ;  oak  cleats. 

Dimensions:  2IJ/2  inches  high,  44  inches  wide,  18  inches  deep. 

Description :  Serrated  corners  on  front.  Scratch  carving  and  stamped  decoration. 

Condition:  Very  little  restoration.  Till  restored.  Had  a  very  large  lock. 

History : 

Notebook: 

References:  Pilgrim,  #81,  description  p.   ]I2;   Treasury,  #90 

ACC.  NO.  45  :  1 1 09 
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CHEST,  BLANKET 

J  food:  Oak  and  pine. 

Dimensions:     25  inches  high,  42  inches  wide,  18  inches  deep. 

Description:     Single  chamfered  panel  in  back;  lid  attached  with  cotter  pin  hinges. 

Condition:  Piece  has  little  restoration.  At  one  time  it  had  hasp  hinges  and 
possibly  a  lock.  Panels  may  have  been  painted  and  decorated  at 
one  time. 

History: 

Notebook:  "This  chest  came  from  Cambridge,  Mass.  Bought  from  G.  R. 
Sattig  four  or  five  years  ago." 

References: 

ACC.  no.  45  :  1 108 
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Wood: 
Dimensions : 
Description : 

Condition : 
History  : 
Notebook  : 
References : 
ACC.  NO.  45 


CHEST,  BLANKET 

Oak  and  pine. 

29  inches  high,  45  ^  inches  wide,  203/2  inches  deep. 

Piece  has  very  shallow  till,  apparently  original.  Inside  stiles  in 
back  are  molded  on  edges.  Four  panels  in  back.  Deep  shadow 
moldings  are  prominent. 

Pine  top  is  of  later  date. 


1134 
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CHEST,  BLANKET 

J  Food:  Oak. 

Dimensions :     35  inches  high,  26J-2  inches  wide,   l8}/2   inches  deep. 

Description :     Shadow  groove  without  any  molding  on  front  stiles.  Heavy  dowel 
and  cleat  hinge  top.  Top  is  original. 

Condition:        Piece  never  had   a  lock.   Lacks   rail   under  drawer.   Skillfully   re- 
stored. 

History: 

Notebook: 

References : 

ACC.  NO.  45  :   1 12.3 
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CHEST,  BLANKET 

Wood:  Oak;  top  and  bottom,  pine. 

Dimensions:     32  inches  high,  44  inches  wide,  20  inches  deep. 

Four  chamfered  back  panels;  board  in  back  of  drawer  chamfered 

and  nailed. 


Description 
(Condition : 


Top,  including  cleats,  replaced.  All  of  the  drawer  has  been  skill- 
fully reproduced.  Legs  pieced  out.  Till  has  no  top  and  is  new. 


History : 
Notebook: 
References  : 
ACC.  NO.  45  :   1 1 17 
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CHEST,  BLANKET 

Wood:  Oak. 

D,W— ■•     3.  inches  high.  42  inches  wide,  ,8*  inel.es  deep. 

D,,,„>„„„,     Moldings  painted  red  and  black.  Panels  on  ends  are  arranged  two 

over  one. 

Panels  probably  interchanged  in  restoration;  top  planed  or  new; 

back  panel  reversed. 


Condition  : 


History: 
Notebook: 


"Bought  as  I  remember,  in  New  Haven  fifteen  or  twenty  years 
ago  Done  over  by  Robbins  Bros,  under  Stevens"  regime;  no  new 
wood.  Date  last  quarter  17th  Century. 


References: 

ACC.    NO.    45:    I  135 
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CHEST,  BLANKET 


Wood: 

Dimensions : 


Oak  and  chestnut ;  top,  pine. 

34  inches  high,  45  inches  wide,  19  inches  deep. 

Description :     Moldings  are  painted  black.  Single  panel  in  back,  chamfered  and 
nailed  back  of  drawer. 

Condition  :        Top  restored  ;  new  cleats,  refinished. 

History : 

Notebook: 

References : 

acc.  no.  45  :  I  1 12 
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CHEST,  BLANKET 

Wood:  Oak  and   pine.   Front,   sides  and   back  are  whitewood.   Bottom   is 

pine  ;  cleats  are  oak. 

Dimensions :     $2  inches  high,  45  inches  wide,  19  inches  deep. 

Description :  Piece  painted  black,  decorations  red.  The  panels  have  Thistle  and 
Tulip  motif;  drawer  front  conforms;  center  panel  has  initials 
"R.S."  and  date  1705  6.  Stiles  and  rails  are  decorated  with  a 
series  of  dots. 

Condition:        Original. 

History:  Attributed  to  Branford  or  Guilford. 

Notebook  : 

References:      Pilgrim,  #67,  description  p.  102,  105 

ACC  xo.  45  :  1 1 14 
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CHEST,  BLANKET 

ljVood:  Whitewood  and  cedar. 

Dimensions :     30^  inches  high,  43  inches  wide,  \%l/2  inches  deep. 

Description :     Protruding  oblong  panels.   Front   molding  of  case   is  attached   to 
drawer.  Apparently  there  never  was  a  board  in  back  of  the  drawer. 

Condition :        Bottom   drawer  considerably   restored. 

History:  Bought  of  Morris  Berry,  who  said  it  came  from  "down  Haddam 

way."  Mr.  Seymour  thought  it  came  from   Bristol. 

Notebook: 

References : 

ACC.  NO.  45:   1 133 
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CHEST,  BLANKET 

Wood:  Oak  and  whitewood. 

Dimensions :     $2  inches  high,  403^  inches  wide,  19 J4  inches  deep. 

Description :  Brackets  and  lower  front  rail  are  made  of  a  single  piece  of  wood. 
Original  shallow  till.  Two  back  panels  chamfered,  with  board  in 
back  of  drawer  joined  into  posts  instead  of  nailed  on. 

Condition:        Piece  refinished  ;  lock  broken. 

History  : 

Notebook: 

References : 

acc.  xo.  45  :  1 1 16 
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CHEST,  BLANKET 

Wood:  Pine  and  whitewood. 

Dimensions:     35  inches  high,  35  inches  wide,   16^  inches  deep. 
Description  : 

Condition:        Red   paint   not   original;   new   arrow-head   or   spear-head    hinges; 
cleats  and  knobs  replacements. 

History : 
Notebook  : 
References  : 
acc.  no.  45:  1083 
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CHEST,  BLAXKET 

Wood:  Oak;  top,  whitewood. 

Dimensions:  30^  inches  high,  45  :  _>  inches  wide,  20  inches  deep. 

Description:  Painted  black  decoration  on  front  panels.  Pivot  cleat  hinges. 

Condition:  Paint  new,  refinished  ;  top  restored. 

History : 

Xotebook  : 

References : 

acc.  xo.  45:  1089 
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I  Food: 
Dimensions  : 
Description: 

Condition  : 


History  : 
Notebook: 
References : 
acc.  xo.  45 :  mo 


CHEST,  BLANKET 

Whitewood. 

34  inches  hijrh,  42  inches  wide,  17^  inches  deep. 

Piece   has   one   drawer   and    two   false   drawers   with   large   single 

arched  moldings.  Decoration  in  red  and  white  on  black.  I  nusual 

cornice  molding  under  top  lid. 

Decoration    original,    perhaps    slightly    retouched.    Top    has    been 

patched  and  in  straightening,  strip  of  wood  has  been  inserted. 

Probably   of   Guilford   origin. 
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Wood: 

Dimensions . 
Description  . 

Condition  : 

History : 

Notebook: 

References: 

ACC.  NO.  45:  1092 


CHEST,  BLANKET 

Pine. 

46  inches  high,  36  inches  wide,   18  inches  deep. 

Top  has  three  graduated  false  drawer  fronts.   Piece  painted   red 

spear-end  hinges. 

Piece  refinished.   Brasses  are  reproductions. 

From  Coventry. 
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Wood: 
Dimensions: 
Description : 
Condition : 
History : 
Notebook : 
References : 
ACC.  NO.  45:  1096 


CHEST,  BLANKET 

Cherry ;  interior,  pine. 

42  inches  hi^h,  39  inches  wide,  17  inches  deep. 

Unusually  small  bail  handles  put  on  with  cotter  pins. 

Piece  poorly  refinished. 

New  London   County,   Conn. 
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Wood: 
Dimensions: 

Description  : 
Condition  : 
History: 

Xotebook : 


References: 
ACC.  NO.  45 


CHEST,  SUNFLOWER 

Oak;  backboard,  walnut. 

39/<2  inches  high,  46  inches  wide,  iJl/2  inches  deep. 

Both  drawers  are  new,  also  top.  Much  restoration. 
New  Hartford. 

"I  found  this  chest  myself  in  New  Hartford  between  thirty  and 
forty  years  ago  in  the  old  red  Watson  Homestead,  then  being  used 
as  a  barn.  The  lid  and  both  drawers  were  gone,  and  the  chest 
was  being  used  as  an  oat  bin.  Originally  it  had  pine  panels,  but 
whether  they  were  painted  or  not  I  cannot  say.  At  any  rate,  despite 
my  protest,  Mr.  Simons  or  Pat  Stevens,  (then  considered  the 
foremost  experts  in  the  country  on  the  matter  of  restoration  of 
oak  pieces, )  removed  the  pine  panels  and  replaced  them  by  oak 
panels,  carved  in  the  manner  of  'Connecticut'  chests.  The  chest 
had  to  be  restored  but  would  to  God  the  restoration  had  been 
more  judicious.  I  reckon  the  Metropolitan  Museum  experts  will 
be  saying  that  a  hundred  years  hence  of  the  best  work  being  done 
today  in  this  and  every  other  line.  However,  the  applied  ornaments 
are  original  or  replacements  of  original  ornaments  and  were  indi- 
cated by  prints  upon  the  old  wood.  Date,  about  1700." 


1 1 18 


COURT  CUPBOARD 

Wood:  Oak;  top,  chestnut. 

Dimensions:     54/^  inches  high,  33  inches  wide,  21  }A  inches  deep. 

Description :  Ends  have  cross  and  small  rectangular-shaped  panels.  Two  boards 
in  back  are  chamfered  and  nailed  on. 

Condition :        Much  restoration.  The  red  paint  is  improper. 

History:  Wheeler  family  of  Stratford. 

Notebook:  "From  Fairfield  County.  This  superb  piece  had  received  several 
all-over  coats  of  paint,  in  removing  which  the  original  patina  was 
destroyed,  which  is  greatly  to  be  regretted.  Its  present  high  finish 
should  be  removed.  .  .  .  Date,  1 675-1 700.  This  is  reputed  to 
have  once  belonged  to  the  Wheelers  of  Stratford.  When  1  bought 
it  it  was  fairly  encased  in  an  enamel  of  yellow  paint.  I  cannot 
give  details  regarding  this  piece  until  I  find  the  correspondence 
regarding  it.  It  was  done  over  ten  to  fifteen  years  ago  by  Patrick 
Stevens,  then  employed  by  Robbins  Bros.  There  was  little  or  no 
new  wood  used,  as  1  recall  the  matter,  outside  of  some  new  strips 
of  molding  for  the  splayed  sides  of  the  head.  As  soon  as  the  piece 
reached  Hartford  and  was  unboxed,  the  wiseacres  said  that  the 
splayed  sides  of  the  head  had  in  some  early  repair  of  the  piece 
lost  their  central  moldings.  The  rest  of  the  ornamental  work 
bore  out  this  theory  which  was  proved  as  soon  as  the  paint  was 
removed,  whereby  the  print-marks  of  the  original  moldings  were 
exposed.  These  print-marks  were  followed  in  restoring  the  piece, 
which  is  one  of  great  dignity  and  richness,  though  perhaps  made 
somewhat  'uneasy'  in  design  by  a  too  profuse  use  of  round  bosses 
and  'turtle  backs.'  This  piece  never  came  to  New  Haven,  but 
on  restoration  was  sent  at  once  to  Bristol  where  it  now  (1912) 
stands  in  the  diningroom  of  Miss  Laura  E.  Seymour's  house  on 
Prospect  Place.  Stevens  tried  very  hard  to  buy  it  at  the  time  it 
was  being  restored.  His  tactics  and  casual  air  were  delightful. 
I  well  recall  one  encounter  with  him  in  front  of  the  Graduate 
Club  (then  on  Chapel  St.).  Of  this  piece,  Lockwood  in  his  notes 
on  my  collection,  wrote  on  seeing  this  print:  'Upper  section  has 
splayed  sides;  lower  section  has  a  drawer  and  cupboards.  Under 
the  top  are  seven  corbels  (in  reality  twelve  arranged  in  four 
groups)  and  three  'turtle  back'  bosses.  Panels  are  cruciform  and 
surfaces  are  ornamented  with  turtle  backs  and  round  bosses.  Date 
1 675-1 700.'  " 

References:       Pilgrim,  #209,  description  p.  223;   Treasury,  #453 

acc.  no.  45  :  1 1 19 
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COURT  CUPBOARD 

Wood:  Oak  with  applied  cherry  ornaments;  top,  chestnut. 

Dimensions:     52  inches  high,  44  inches  wide,  20  inches  deep. 

Description  : 

Condition:        Restored.  Properly  refinished. 

History  : 

Notebook:  "Bought  in  1898  at  Concord,  Mass.  There  is  one  much  like  it,  I 
am  told,  in  the  Museum  there.  Patrick  Stevens,  who  put  it  in  order, 
was  inclined  to  think  it  of  Connecticut  manufacture.  I  never 
shared  this  view.  The  frame  is,  of  course,  white  oak.  The  upper 
side  panels  are  chestnut,  and  the  lower  side  panels  are  of  pine.  The 
top  (new)  is  chestnut.  Mr.  Stevens  was  able  to  put  it  in  order 
without  supplying  much  new  wood.  Sir  Purdon  Clarke,  who  ex- 
amined it,  said  that  the  grouping  of  the  'balusters'  in  pairs  was 
symbolical  of  the  Pillars  of  Hercules  as  on  the  coinage  of  Spain. 
The  overhang  in  front  at  the  top  forms  a  good  hiding  place  for 
small  silver.  Lockwood  places  the  date  of  this  piece  from  1660 
to  1680.  In  his  notes  on  my  collection  Lockwood  said:  'I  rather 
agree  with  Stevens  because  the  general  form  of  this  cupboard 
is  the  same  as  the  Connecticut  pattern.  It  has  the  recessed  upper 
cupboard  straight  across  instead  of  splayed,  like  the  Connecticut 
type;  also  the  same  straight  molding  under  the  top  and  table  part. 
The  drawers  and  under  cupboard  are  also  arranged  in  the  same 
manner,  though,  of  course,  not  carved.  Compare  this  cupboard 
with  the  Connecticut  cupboard  owned  by  Mr.  [H.  W.]  Erving 
shown  in  my  book  and  you  will  find  many  points  in  common.  These 
cupboards  were  called  'Press',  not  'Court'  cupboards.'  ' 

References:      Lockwood,  Fig.  1 67,  Vol.  I,  p.  160 

ACC.  NO.  45  :  1094 
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Wood: 
Dimensions : 

Description  : 

Condition : 

History: 
A  otebook: 


CHEST  OF  DRAWERS 


References  : 
acc.  no.  45 


Oak;  top   interior,  and  drawer,  of  whitewood 
32  mches  h.gh,  43  inches  wide,   10  inches  deep 

two  upper  drawers.  Back  panel  is  a  single  board    chartered         °" 

Bought  by  Walter  Hosmer  in  Middlefield 

bought  from  Simons  himself    as  I   rPmU  u       L     , 

-n  Pearl  Street,  Hartford.  Paid  Sc  o     I    h  ,1  "l ?  f  ^  '1  Sh°P 
and  sides  are  oak    but  the     ™       "?  ?'  The  drawer  fronts 

groove  runners  c^m^nntheX  work    Ch  ^VJ*  ^  and 
in  the  early  inventories    f  ;       ,        L  Chests  of  drawe'*  appear 

than    cupboards  Tp     e    ,W   n?T  ""  *7°  h*'Rher  Valua*>ns 
multiplicity   of   drawers  wt  f  ^   fr°ntS  t0  simulate  * 

designer    and   one    h        h  7uu    T'™"    exPedient   of   the   early 

as   in    rthi,Tdch«  of^d™rs."e    "**    ***«    «*"«    *«£ 

r!::;^,7|2^Strated  °PP°site'  «*"**  #94.  description  p.  i23; 
1 100 
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Wood: 
Dimensions . 
Description : 
Condition : 

History  : 
Notebook : 


CHEST  OF  DRAWERS .  TWO-PIECE 

Oak. 

37  inches  high,  37  inches  wide,  19V2  inches  deep. 

Hardware  has  been  reproduced  where  necessary.  Escutcheons  are 
replacements.  Piece  restored  and  rehnished. 

"The  brass  trimmings,  drop  handles  and  escutcheons  are  partly 
original,  though  the  old  and  the  new  are  scarcely  distinguishable. 
The  escutcheons  are  of  French  design,  and  though  they  are  well 
adapted  to  the  piece  in  style  and  scale,  they  seem  to  be  rather 
modern  in  effect.  I  think,  however,  they  are  old  and  were  put 
on  the  piece  when  it  was  made.  No  new  wood  used  except  to 
supply  some  of  the  front  moldings.  Bought  from  a  dealer  in 
Dedham,  Mass.,  or  it  came  from  Dedham  originally  into  the 
hands  of  a  Boston  dealer.  It  was  called  to  my  attention  by  Mrs. 
De  Forest  Danielson  of  Boston.  Restored  by  Patrick  Stevens  who 
seemed  to  take  especial  interest  in  it.  .  .  .  Date  about  1690,  accord- 
ing to  Lockwood,  who  says  in  his  note  on  my  collection :  'I  call 
this  an  oak  chest  of  drawers.  Many  of  these  pieces  that  are  made 
in   two  sections,  have  a  molding  covering  the  joint.'  ' 

References:       Pilgrim,   #86,   description   p.    1 17;   Treasury,   #220 

ACC.  no.  45  :  1087 


CHEST  OF  DRAWERS 

Wood:  Mahogany;  interior,  pine. 

Dimensions :     37  inches  high,  32  inches  wide,  22V2  inches  deep. 

Description :     Head    around    drawers    applied    to    frame.    Scratched    on    bottom, 
"E.M.  1794." 

Condition:        Piece  refinished.   Hardware  is  proper  but  replacement. 

History  : 

Notebook: 

References: 

acc.  no.  45  :  1 103 
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Wood: 

Dimensions . 
Description . 
Condition : 
History  : 
\otebook : 


References: 
ACC.  NO.  45 


CHEST  OF  DRAWERS 

Cherry  ;  interior,  whitewood  ;  bottom,  pine. 

43  inches  high,  38  inches  wide,  IQ/7?  inches  deep. 

Piece  refinished. 
From   New  Hartford. 

".  .  .  Bought  between  thirty  and  forty  years  ago  from  a  member 
of  the  Merrill  family  of  New  Hartford;  belonged  at  one  time 
to  my  Grandmother  Laura  (Wells)  Churchill's  great  friend, 
Proserpine  Holcomb,  of  whom  she  always  had  many  stories  to 
tell  and  who  married  a  Merrill  and  so  became  her  neighbor.  Some- 
where in  my  papers  I  have  some  correspondence  relative  to  this 
piece,  which  it  now  seems  to  me  was  shipped  to  me  from  Buffalo 
or  Rochester,  New  York.  Brought  to  the  Birthplace,  November 
25,  1932.  A  rare  and  beautiful  piece  of  early  American  furniture.' 


I093 
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Wood: 
Dimensions : 

Description  : 
Condition : 
History  : 
Notebook : 


References  : 
acc.  no.  45 


CHEST  OF  DRAWERS 

Mahogany. 

36  ;4  inches  high,  42^2  inches  wide,  21  inches  deep. 
Top  is  inlaid. 
Repaired  and  refinished. 
From  New  Britain. 

"This  is  one  of  the  handsomest  pieces  of  its  kind  that  I  ever 
saw.  Bought  in  the  rough  in  Bristol  from  a  Mrs.  Daly,  an  Irish- 
woman, who  brought  it  over  to  Bristol  from  New  Britain.  The 
story  was  that  she  had  been  in  the  service  of  a  family  there  who 
gave  it  to  her;  this  is  not  improbable  since  it  was  in  very  bad 
condition  when  I  got  it.  Not  the  first  time  that  a  beautiful  piece 
of  furniture  has  been   discarded   and  given  to  a  servant." 


1122 
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CHEST  OF  DRAWERS 

Wood:  Mahogany;  interior,  whitewood. 

Dimensions :  39  inches  high,  42  inches  wide,  22  inches  deep. 

Description:  Inlaid  and  cross-handed  drawer  fronts. 

Condition :  Brasses  proper  but  not  original.  Piece  restored. 

History:  Owned  by  Laura   (Wells)   Churchill,  Newington. 

Notebook :  "This  bureau  formed  a  part  of  my  maternal  grandmother's  'set- 
ting out'  when  she  was  married  in  1810  to  John  Churchill.  I 
suppose  that  her  father,  Capt.  Absalom  Wells  of  Newington, 
Conn.,  bought  it  for  her  in  Hartford,  where  it  is  more  than  likely 
it  was  made.  Sir  Purdon  Clarke,  who  greatly  admired  it,  insisted 
that  it  was  of  English  make;  but  I  prefer  to  accept  the  judgment 
of  Lockwood  who  said  it  was  American  made  and  right  enough 
in  period  to  have  been  bought  at  the  time  of  my  grandmother's 
marriage.  Her  'four  poster'  I  remember,  but  it  long  ago  disap- 
peared. Presumably  it  was  bought  at  the  same  time.  I  have  some- 
where fragments  of  the  brown  chintz  (of  excellent  design)  with 
which  the  old  bed  was  hung.  I  rather  think  that  grandfather 
Churchill's  Empire  secretary  may  have  been  bought  at  the  same 
time,  and  that  at  this  time  she  had  mounted,  in  an  Empire  frame, 
an  old  walnut  family  mirror  which  Lockwood  says  goes  back  as 
far  as  1720.  This  bureau  went,  on  Grandmother  Churchill's  death, 
to  Uncle  Charles  Churchill  on  whose  death  it  was  given  to  my 
sister  Laura  who  gave  it  to  me.  1  had  it  done  over  by  Robbins 
Bros.  It  had  always  been  carefully  kept  and  was  in  nearly  perfect 
condition  when  refinished,  and  that  rather  poorlv,  bv  Robbins 
Bros." 

References  : 

ACC.  NO.  45:  I  121 
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HIGHBOY,  SIX-LEGGED,  TWO-PIECE 

II  ood:  Whitewood   or  linden. 

Dimensions :     60  inches  high,  35  inches  wide,  20^2  inches  deep. 

Description  : 

Condition:  Hardware  proper,  hut  replacements.  Heavily  varnished.  Some 
restoration  has  heen  done  on  top. 

History:  From  Guilford. 

Notebook :  "I  'found'  this  ahout  30  years  ago  in  a  harn  in  Guilford.  It  was 
with  a  quantity  of  furniture  which  had  belonged  to  'Priest'  Bald- 
win who  married  Ruth  Eliot,  a  descendant  of  Rev.  John  Eliot, 
the  Apostle  to  the  Indians.  Originally  it  was  painted  red — a  fine 
Indian  red,  hut  I  could  not  persuade  the  experts  in  Hartford  to 
renew  the  red  color,  and  so  when  the  piece  was  refinished,  it  was 
in  effect  mahoganized.  The  handles  are  suhstantially  all  old.  The 
piece  was  seen  at  Robhins  Bros,  and  greatly  admired  by  Dr.  Irving 
W.  Lyon  who  pronounced  it  to  be  one  of  the  very  finest  six-legged 
highboys  that  had  been  found — I  mean  of  native  manufacture. 
He  placed  the  date  at  about  1700.  He  admired  the  piece  on  account 
of  its  small  size  and  the  great  beauty  of  the  turned  work  in  form 
and  scale.  Mr.  Lockwood  noted  the  half  round  moldings  in  front. 
The  blank  space  below  the  lower  drawer  led  Mr.  [Jacob] 
Margolis  to  suspect  an  alteration  since  first  made,  but  none 
appears  to  have  been  made.  This  highboy  is  a  rather  unusual 
combination.  The  single  arch  moldings  about  the  drawers,  the 
simple  arch  between  the  legs,  and  the  drop  handles  are  all  indica- 
tions of  the  earliest  type  of  highboy,  but  the  cornice  moldings  one 
would  expect  to  consist  of  a  quarter-round,  fillet  and  a  cyma  recta 
instead  of  the  more  elaborate  molding.  Also  there  are  usually  but 
two  instead  of  three  drawers  at  the  top.  The  cup  legs  are  larger 
than  is  usual  and  the  feet  are  quite  different  from  the  usual  type. 
It  is  apparently  a  country-made  piece  and  the  molding  would  indi- 
cate its  date  to  be  from   1700-10." 

References : 

ACC.  NO.  45  :  1 102 
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HIGHBOY,  TWO-PIECE 

Wood:  Cherry;  backboard  and  cover  of  top,  pine;  base  of  cherry  and  pine. 

Dimensions :     863/2  inches  high,  37  inches  wide,  18  inches  deep. 

Description :  Division  strips  on  drawer  housed  in  and  dovetailed.  Unusually 
heavy  backboards  with  supporting  strips  for  drawers,  fastened 
with  round  pin. 

Condition :  Original  brasses.  Piece  has  been  refinished,  but  very  little  restora- 
tion. Finials  are  replacements. 

History:  Owned  by  Washington  Smith  of  Burlington. 

Notebook :  "Original  (including  handles)  in  every  particular  except  flam- 
beaux, which  are  replacements  and  incorrect.  Found  about  1885 
by  my  father  who  humored  my  hobby  and  sometimes  ran  down 
pieces  for  me.  I  remember  very  well  going  to  see  the  piece,  which 
was  treasured  by  Washington  Smith,  who  then  seemed  to  me  to 
be  fabulously  old.  Date,  last  half  1 8th  Century." 

References : 

acc.  no.  45  :  1 113 
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SECRETARY,  THREE-PIECE 

Wood:  Cherry  and  pine. 

Dimensions:  94/4  inches  high,  38^  inches  wide,  21 '4  inches  deep;  Writing 
height — 33^2  inches. 

Description:  Piece  has  secret  compartment  in  center  of  honnet  top,  and  two 
secret  drawers  in  middle  of  desk  compartment. 

Condition:        Rehnished.    Top,  including  portion  of  sunburst,  has  been  replaced. 

History:  Belonged  to  Lewis  family  of  Farmington. 

Notebook:  "This  piece  I  bought  in  Bristol  (my  'mountain  home')  about  25 
years  ago  from  Air.  William  C.  Richards,  who  had  it  from  Aunt 
Fanny  Munson  of  'White  Oak'  near  Plainville.  She  had  it,  I 
believe,  from  her  folks.  At  any  rate,  it  came  from  Farmington 
and  belonged  in  the  Lewis  family  there.  It  was  restored  by  Stevens 
personally.  The  extreme  top,  including  a  portion  of  the  'sun 
bursts'  had  been  sawn  off,  but  portions  of  the  original  moldings 
of  the  top  remained.  Mr.  Stevens  was  fortunate  in  being  able  to 
restore  the  top  from  these  indicia,  and  another  piece  owned  in 
Hartford  and  almost  a  duplicate  of  mine.  The  desk  handles  are 
original;  the  flambeaux  are  restorations.  The  wood  is  the  finest 
black  cherry.  Stevens  placed  the  date  about  1725-50.  Making 
a  separate  base  for  desks  was  apparently  a  Connecticut  style.  The 
moldings  are  the  same  that  appear  in  practically  all  highboys  and 
desks  from   1  725-1 750  and  even  a  little  later." 

References:       Lockwood,  Fig.  255,  Vol.  I,  p.  234 

ACC  NO.  45  :   1 104 
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SECRETARY,  TWO-PIECE 

Wood:  Cherry  and  whitewood  ;  interior  is  bass  or  linden. 

Dimensions :     J7l/2  inches  high,  37  inches  wide,  18  inches  deep;  Writing  height 

— 313/2  inches. 
Description :     Step  on  top  is  of  later  date. 
Condition:        Not  much   restoration.    Piece   refinished.   Brasses  proper  but   of  a 

later  date. 
History  : 
Notebook : 
References: 
acc.  no.  45  :  1 105 
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SECRETARY,  TWO-PIECE 

Wood:  Cherry;  interior  of  pine  and  whitewood. 

Dimensions :  84  inches  high,  40  inches  wide,  19  inches  deep;  Writing  height — 
31   inches. 

Description:  Two  vertical  secret  drawers  in  desk  compartment.  Upper  part 
of  piece  has  three  removable  pine  shelves  to  be  used  for  books. 

Condition:        Original  handles.  All-original  piece  but  has  been  refinished. 

History:  Merrill  family  of  New  Hartford. 

Notebook:  "This  piece  my  father  found  in  the  possession  of  Chauncey  Mc- 
Masters  then  living  on  'Red  Stone  Hill'  near  Plainville.  It  had 
come  from  New  Hartford  which  made  it  of  particular  interest 
to  my  father,  and  I  feel  sure  that  I  was  told  that  it  had  belonged 
in  one  of  the  Merrill  families — to  the  Norman  Merrills?  I  should 
say.  McMasters  had  it  through  his  wife  who  was  a  New  Hartford 
woman.  The  piece  was  originally  put  in  order  by  Hermann  Funk 
whose  work  in  this  line  I  have  never  had  equalled.  He  did  not 
understand  the  structural  restoration  of  old  American  Colonial 
pieces  as  his  training  had  been  exclusively  European  (I  think  he 
learned  his  trade  in  Vienna),  but  he  knew  the  art  of  finishing  old 
pieces  to  perfection.  His  finish  was  beautiful  in  quality  (never 
garish)  and  has  lasted  beyond  any  work  I  ever  had  done.  In  a 
fit  of  despondency  he  killed  himself.  This  must  have  been  nearly 
thirty  years  ago.  It  suits  me  to  pay  this  little  tribute  here,  and  as 
I  write  it  I  am  able  to  recall  him  perfectly.  Some  six  years  ago 
I  sent  the  piece  to  Hartford  (Robbins  Bros.)  to  be  cleaned  and 
trimmed,  and  there  it  was  left  for  sale  at  $150.00.  Fortunately 
no  one  wanted  it  at  that  figure,  and  I  would  take  no  less,  so  when 
I  moved  into  this  house  in  the  fall  of  1908,  I  had  it  sent  down 
for  my  study." 

References: 

ACC.  NO.  45  :  1097 
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Wood: 

Dimensions : 

Description : 
Condition  : 
History : 
Notebook : 


References : 
acc.  no.  45 


DESK,  BUTLER'S 

Cherry ;   interior,   whitewood. 

44  inches  high,  42  inches  wide,  19  inches  deep;  Writing  height — 

31*4   inches. 

Piece  refinished. 

"Nov.  27,  1941  :  This  butler's  desk  belonged  to  my  grandfather 
John  Churchill,  from  whom  it  was  inherited  by  his  son,  my  uncle, 
John,  from  whose  son  John  I  acquired  it  many  years  ago.  The 
fine  brass  handles  are  original." 


1086 
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DESK  AND  CUPBOARD  COMBINATION 


Wood: 

Dimensions 
Description 
Condition  : 
History  : 
Notebook : 
References : 
acc.  NO.  45 :  1076 


Posts  of  maple ;  back  of  pine. 

27^  inches  high,  25  inches  wide,  8,!4  inches  deep. 

Fall-front  lid  supported  by  two  metal  rods  that  drop  from  posts. 

Piece  much  restored. 
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CHAIR,  CARJ'ER   TYPE 

Wood:  Ash. 

Dimensions :     \2   inches  hi^rh;   Seat — 24  inches  wide,    15   inches  deep,    17   inches 
high. 

Description : 

Condition :        Feet   considerably   worn. 

History: 

Notebook :  ''Carver  Chair',  so-called.  Bought  from  Sattig  in   1912.  He  had 

it  from  Airs.  Leete  of  Guilford  who  bought  it  in  Fall  River,  Mass. 
It  is  now  covered  with  numerous  coats  of  painting  forming  almost 
an  enamel.  The  final  coat  is  a  brilliant  vermillion.  Apparently  the 
legs  are  badly  worm-eaten  but  held  together,  so  to  speak,  and 
against  crumbling  away,  by  the  heavy  envelope  of  paint.  Lockwood 
was  enthusiastic  about  this  chair  which  he  said  was  one  of  the 
finest  he  knew  of  in  a  private  collection.  He  placed  the  date  as 
early  as  1660.  Query,  shall  it  be  restored  by  cleaning  off  the  paint 
and  putting  in  a  splint  seat?  I  think  so,  on  the  whole.  [Note  by 
Mr.  Lockwood:  'I  would.']  Extract  from  letter  of  Henry  W. 
Erving,  June  II,  1 9 1 3 :  'I've  at  last  had  the  opportunity  to  get 
up  to  Morris'  and  see  your  chair.  It's  particularly  bully!  I  like 
it  very  much.  Morris  has  it  cleaned, — that  is,  he  has  taken  off 
three  or  four  pounds  of  paint,  and  one  can  see  the  chair  proper. 
I  think  it  all  original,  unless  possibly  the  rungs  for  the  seat  itself, 
and  I  dare  say  even  those  have  only  some  fresh  paint  on  them. 
The  bottoms  of  the  legs  are,  as  of  course  you  are  aware,  quite 
badly  decayed,  but  I  don't  think  they  have  been  much  shortened. 
At  present  the  seat  would  be  a  good  modern  height, — of  course 
some  of  the  very  old  chairs  were  quite  high.  I'm  inclined  to  think 
that  I  should  not  piece  out  the  legs.  I  certainly  should  not,  if  the 
ultimate  destination  of  the  chair  be  a  museum.  To  properly  lengthen 
the  legs,  either  by  doweling  of  a  'V  joint,  they  should  be  cut 
off  above  the  holes  that  receive  the  bottom  stretchers, — other- 
wise these  same  holes,  coming  right  in  the  new  joint  would  cut 
it  all  to  pieces.  I  would  have  Morris  clean  these  rotten  stumps 
thoroughly,  and  pick  out  all  decayed  splinters,  and  fill  up  the 
holes  with  hot  glue  and  fine  saw  dust,  which  makes  a  strong 
durable  job,  and  Morris  knows  well  how  to  do  it.  The  chair 
should  properly  come  apart  and  be  reglued,  and  then  fitted  with 
a  rush  seat,  rather  than  a  splint.  The  chair  is  much  older  than 
the  latter  style.  I  would  then  have  it  thoroughly  cleaned,  and 
sandpapered  a  bit,  and  stained  just  a  little  bit  brown,  to  overcome 
the  weather-beaten  color,  and  finished  in  oil.  A  very  thin  coat 
of  shellac  might  go  on  last,  if  desired,  as  it  makes  a  hard  surface 
free  from  dust, — but  it  should  be  a  light  coat  thin  as  water.  The 
chair  was  made  originally  to  slant  back  a  little,  as  the  stretchers 
must  be  horizontal.  You  will  have  to  comport  yourself  in  a  singu- 
larly upright  manner  in  order  to  live  up  to  that  chair!'' 

References:      Lockwood,  #410,  Vol.  II,  p.  10;  Pilgrim,  #314,  description  p.  305 

ACC.  NO.  45  :  1 138 
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CHAIR,  CARVER  TYPE 

Wood:  Ash. 

Dimensions:  48  inches  high ;  Seat — 22  inches  wide,  16^2  inches  deep,  19  inches 
high. 

Description  : 

Condition:        Feet  have  been  restored;  knobs  and  hnials  replaced. 

History: 

Notebook :  "Condition  as  found  in  1920:  the  posts  have  been  sawn  off,  as 
well  as  the  finials  of  the  back  posts.  Otherwise  the  chair  seems 
to  be  in  original  condition.  Date,   1650— 1675." 

References : 

ACC.  NO.  45:   I  1 40 
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Wood: 
Dimensions . 

Description . 
Condition  : 
History  : 
Notebook : 


References: 
ACC.  NO.  45 


CHAIR,  CARVER  TYPE 

Ash. 

43 J/2    inches    high;    Seat — 21^2    inches   wide,    15^    inches   deep, 

19  inches  high. 

Knobs  on  back  post  are  of  a  later  date.  Feet  have  been  restored. 

"Bought,  say,  20  years  ago  from  Robbins  Bros,  or  perhaps  of 
Simons.  Restored  as  to  legs  which  are  lengthened  and  the  hand- 
grips which  appear  to  be  new,  but  the  fine  back  is  entirely  original. 
The  coloration  is  reddish  brown,  applied  at  the  time  of  restoration. 
The  original  seat  may  have  been  splint  or  rush,  but  more  than 
likely  it  was  rush.  Lockwood  places  date  about  1700." 


"39 
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CHAIR,  BANISTER-BACK,  SIDE 

Wood:  Maple. 

Dimensions :  43  inches  hijzh  ;  Seat — i8T_>  inches  wide,  1  j? ' 4  inches  deep,  17 
inches  high. 

Description  :     Split  banisters,  turned  part  facing  front. 

Condition : 

History : 

Notebook :  "This  fine  bannister-back  chair  belonged  to  my  great  grandfather, 
Noah  Seymour,  who  served  for  three  years  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  He  removed  about  1812  to  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.  where 
some  of  his  descendants  still  live,  as  I  suppose.  On  leaving  New 
Hartford,  where  he  was  born  and  brought  up  and  where  his 
father  and  grandfather  lived  before  him,  he  left  in  the  custody 
of  a  neighbor  and  kinsman  a  set  of  six  side  and  two  arm  chairs 
and  there  they  were  in  a  row  in  the  garret  of  the  old  Herman 
Kellogg  house  in  Nepaug  in  the  Valley  of  the  Nepash  when  I 
first  saw  them.  I  was  too  young — 13  or  14  years — to  know  their 
worth.  I  could  have  had  'em  all  but  took  only  two — this  side 
chair  and  one  that  I  gave  to  my  sister  Mary.  Nov.  2,  1930,  Lock- 
wood  says  as  early  as   1730-40  but  that  seems  too  early  to  me." 

References  : 

acc.  NO.  45  :  1 151 


CHAIR,  BANISTER-BACK,  SIDE 

JVood:  Maple. 

Dimensions :  45/4    inches   high;    Seat — -19    inches   wide,    14    inches   deep,    16^2 

inches  high. 

Description:  Split  banisters,  turned  part  facing  back. 

Condition :  Feet  have  been  restored. 
History  : 
Notebook : 
References  : 

ACC.  no.  45:  1 1 49 
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CHAIR,  CHILD'S,  BANISTER-BACK,  ARM 

Wood:  Maple. 

Dimensions:  38  inches  high;  Seat — 13^2  inches  wide,  nj^  inches  deep,  18 
inches  high. 

Description:     Piece  is  similar  to  #1144.  Has  molded  hanisters. 

Condition :        New  rush  seat. 

History:  Given  by  her  father  to  Elizabeth  Davidson  of  Milford  who  mar- 

ried Abner  Perry  in  1795.  Bought  by  'Sir.  Seymour  in   192 1. 

Notebook : 

References:      Pilgrim,  #356,  description  pp.  318,  323;  Treasury,  #2486 

ACC.  NO.  45:   1 148 
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CHAIR,  BANISTER-BACK,  ARM 

Wood:  Maple  and  whitewood. 

Dimensions:     46^   inches  high;  Seat — 25   inches  wide,   i6>1'   inches  deep,    163^ 

inches  high. 
Description :     Piece  similar  to  #1148.  Shadow-molded  banisters. 
Condition :        Feet  have  been  restored. 
History:  Found   in  Milford. 

Notebook : 

References :      Pilgrim,  #484,  description  p.  369 
acc.  NO.  45  :  1 144 
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Wood: 

Dimensions . 

Description . 
Condition : 
History  : 

\otebook  : 


References  : 
ACC.  NO.  45 


CHAIR,  BANISTER-BACK,  ARM 

Maple. 

46J/2    inches   high;    Seat — 23^2    inches  wide,    15    inches   deep,    18 

inches  high. 

Feet  have  been  restored.  Mahoganized  finish. 
From  Churchill  house,    Newington. 

"From  the  Capt.  Charles  Churchill  house  in  Newington,  Con- 
necticut. Given  to  me  by  my  cousin  Mary,  the  last  occupant  and 
owner  of  the  'Old  Manse.'  Put  in  order  many  years  a^o  by  Robbins 
Bros,  of  Hartford,  in  the  days  when  they  did  not  know  better  than 
to  mahoganize  maple  furniture.  The  present  finish  should  be 
removed  and  the  wood  left  uncolored  or  substantially  so.  Date, 
about    1750." 


1 143 
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CHAIR,  BANISTER-BACK 


-IT1/*  inches  wide,   1^/2  inches  deep,   18 


Wood:  Beechnut. 

Dimensions:     36^2  inches  high;   Seat- 
inches  high. 

Description :     Chair  has  leather  upholstery  and  beaded  banisters. 

Condition:        See  Notebook,  below. 

History:  From  Churchill  house,  Newington. 

Notebook :  ".  .  .  Found,  say,  twenty  years  ago  in  the  high  or  upper  attic  of 
the  Capt.  Charles  Churchill  house  at  Newington.  It  was  known 
to  have  been  used  for  some  80  years  as  a  means  of  reaching  the 
scuttle.  Dr.  Lyon  and  an  English  visitor  of  his  pronounced  it  to 
be  of  English  make  and  dated  about  1680.  It  was  then  suggested 
that  the  wood  is  pear  wood.  Done  over  by  Robbins  Bros,  and  that 
poorly.  The  new  front  rung  is  a  feeble  piece  of  turnery.  The  legs 
have  been  extended  about  2 '4  inches.  The  front  leg  terminals, 
as  restored,  are  obviously  incorrect.  The  seat  is  new  but  put  on 
precisely  as  was  the  seat  on  it  when  found.  Otherwise  than  as 
specified,  the  chair  is  as  it  it  was  originally.  Lockwood  dates  it 
about  1700.  The  owner  thinks  that  the  wood  is  beech.  Timber 
physics  would   tell." 


References  : 
ACC.  NO.  45  : 
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CHAIR,  CHILD'S,  LADDER-BACK 

Wood:  Maple  and  hickory. 

Dimensions:     23^  inches  high;  Seat — 14  inches  wide,  11  inches  deep,  8  inches 

high. 
Description : 

Condition :        Back  posts  have  been  patched. 
History: 
Notebook : 
References : 
ACC.   NO.  45  :    1 152 
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CHAIR,  LADDER-BACK,  SIDE 

Wood:  Maple  and  ash. 

Dimensions :     42   inches  high;  Seat — \%x/i  inches  wide,   1^/2   inches  deep,   16J/2 

inches  high. 
Description  : 

Condition:        Feet  have  heen  restored. 
History:  From    Churchill   house,    Newington. 

Notebook: 

References :      Pilgrim,  #401,  description  p.  341  ;   Treasury,  #1872 
ACC.  NO.  45  :  1 146 
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CHAIR,  LADDER-BACK,  SIDE 

Wood:  Maple  and  hickory. 

Dimensions:     45m   inches  high;  Seat — l8l/2   inches  wide,   iix/2  inches  deep,   l< 

inches  high. 
Description : 
Condition : 

History:  From   Churchill  house,    Newington. 

Notebook : 

References:       Pile/rim,   #400,   description   p.   341  ;   Treasury,  #1871 
ACC.  NO.  45  :  1 147 
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Wood: 
Dimensions : 


CHAIR,  LADDER-BACK,  ARM 

Maple,  oak  and  ash. 

46^2    inches   hijzh ;    Seat — 23  >  2    inches   wide,    16    inches   deep,    1! 
inches  high. 


Description  : 
Condition  : 
History : 
Notebook  : 
References  : 
acc.  no.  45:   1 142 
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CHAIR,  LADDER-BACK,  ARM 

Wood:  Unidentified,  and  oak. 

Dimensions :     49  inches  high;  Seat — 22  inches  wide,  1 5^  inches  deep,  18  inches 

high. 
Description: 

Condition :        Feet  have  been  restored. 
History:  From   Churchill  house,   Newington. 

Notebook  : 

References:      Pilgrim,  #485,  description  p.  369;   Treasury,  #1851 
ACC.  NO.  45  :   1 141 
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CHAIR,  LADDER-BACK,  ARM 

Wood:  Maple  and  hickory. 

Dimensions :     46^2    inches  high;   Seat — 22   inches  wide,    16   inches   deep,    18J/2 

inches  high. 
Description  : 

Condition :        Feet  have  been  restored. 
History  : 
Notebook : 
References: 
acc.  no.  45  :  1 145 
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CHAIR,  LADDER-BACK,  ARMED-ROCKER 

Wood:  Maple. 

Dimensions :     45  inches  high ;  Seat — 24  inches  wide,  16  inches  deep,  1^/2  inches 

high. 
Description : 
Condition : 
History : 
Notebook : 
References : 
ACC.  NO.  45  :  1 1 50 


80 


Wood: 
Dimensions . 

Description  . 
Condition  : 
History: 
\otebook : 


Refe 


CHAIR,  SIDE 

Maple. 

42:;4  inches  high;  Seat — ig  inches  wide,   15  inches  deep,  18  inches 

high. 

Chair  has  leather  seat  and  back  rest. 

Feet  have  been  restored. 

"An  exceptionally  graceful  chair  of  this  type.  Bought  about  1890 
of  Robbins  Bros,  of  Hartford.  The  origin  of  this  chair  I  do  not 
know,  but  I  suppose  it  to  be  local,  i.e.,  somewhere  in  Conn.  .  .  . 
Am  not  sure  whether  the  feet  are  original  or  replacements.  Date, 
1 700-1 720." 
Pilgrim,  #545,  description  p.  382  ;  Treasury,  #2090 


ACC.  NO.  45:  1 1 53 


Wood: 

Dimensions . 

Description . 

Condition : 
History  : 
Notebook : 


References: 
acc.  no.  45 


CHAIR,  SIDE 

Cherry. 

37}/>  inches  high;  Seat — 22  inches  wide,  18  inches  deep,  18  inches 

high. 

Side  and  seat  rails  are  mortised  through  back  posts  and  are  visible 

from  the  back. 

Feet  have  been  restored. 

"Belonged  to  the  Rev.  William  Robinson,  minister  of  the  First 
Church  [in  Southington].  He  was  graduated  from  Yale  in  1773 
and  was  a  classmate  and  correspondent  of  Capt.  Nathan  Hale. 
Chairs  of  this  type  appear  to  have  been  made  in  considerable  num- 
bers in  or  about  Hartford.  .  .  .  The  cover,  of  gray  Genoese  velvet, 
is  new.  Given  to  me  by  Mrs.  Gad  Norton,  of  Bristol,  some  thirty- 
five  years  ago.  .  .  .  Date,  1 775-1 800." 


1159 
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Wood: 
Dimensions . 

Description . 
Condition : 
History  : 
Notebook  : 


References: 
ACC.  NO.  45 


CHAIR,  FIDDLE-BACK,  SIDE 

Maple. 

41    inches   high;   Seat — 18^    inches  wide,    14   inches   deep,    16J/2 

inches  high. 


From  Bristol. 

"Formerly  owned  by  Mrs.  Lois  Bishop,  an  early  resident  and 
noted  character  of  Bristol.  She  was  famous  for  her  faith  in  the 
'Baptist  way',  for  her  calash  and  for  her  shortcakes  cooked  in  the 
ashes.  Date,  about   1775." 


1155 


83 


Wood: 
Dimensions . 

Description . 
Condition  : 
History  : 
Notebook : 


References : 
ACC.  NO.  45 


CHAIR,  SPIXDLE-BACK,  SIDE 

Maple  and  hickory. 

393/2    inches   high;    Seat — 19    inches   wide,    13 )  2    inches   deep,    16 

inches  high. 

Piece  was  once  painted  green. 

"Pair  of  spindle-back,  (one,  five;  other,  six),  bow-top  chairs 
with  mushroom  feet  and  fine  front  rungs.  Souvenir  of  the  Capt. 
Charles  Churchill  house.  Nutting  says  1720—30.  Bought  from 
Airs.  Leonard  Churchill  Hubbard,  19 1 8.  Descended  through  his 
[Mr.  Hubbard's]  mother,  Nancy  Churchill,  daughter  of  Solo- 
mon." 


1 156 
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Wood: 
Dimensions . 

Description . 
Condition : 
History: 
Xotebook : 


References : 
acc.  NO.  45 


CHAIR,  SHERATON,  SIDE 

Mahogany. 

3$  inches  high;  Seat — 20  inches  wide,  163/2  inches  deep,  17  inches 

high. 


"Restored  by,  and  bought  of,  Robbins  Bros.  Seat  cover  put  on  by 
Simons  of  New  Haven  who  should  have  had  more  festoons  of 
the  tacks.  Bought  15  years  since.  Lockwood  dates  this  chair  at 
about  1 790-1 800.  It  is  an  excellent  piece  of  cabinet  work." 


115} 
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CHAIR,  AMERICAN  EMPIRE,  SIDE 

Wood:  Curly  Maple. 

Dimensions :     35    inches   high;   Seat — 18    inches   wide,    16^2    inches   deep,    1  jy2 

inches  high. 
Description :     Set  of  four. 
Condition  : 
History  : 
Notebook: 
References: 
ACC.  xo.  45  :  1 1 60 
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CHAIR,  WINDSOR 

Wood:  Maple;  seat,  whitewood. 

Dimensions :     36^  inches  high ;  Seat — 16  inches  wide,  16  inches  deep,  16  inches 

high. 
Description  : 

Condition:        Poor.    Feet    have    been    spliced. 
History : 
Notebook : 
References: 
acc.  no.  45:  1 157 


SETTLE.  CHILD'S 

Wood:  Pine. 

Dimensions:  26J/2    inches   high;    Seat — 32J/2    inches   wide,    13    inches   deep,    13 

inches  high. 

Description:  Seat  lid  for  storage  space.  Pine,  painted  red. 

Condition:  Piece  has  been  much  repaired. 
History : 
Notebook : 
References : 

ACC.  NO.  45  :  1 131 
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Wood: 
Dimensions . 
Description : 
Condition : 
History : 
Notebook : 


MIRROR 

Mahogany. 

Glass,  9  x  14  inches;  Over-all  height,  25!  I>  inches. 

Glass  not  old;  restored. 

"This  mirror  belonged  to  my  great  grandfather,  Noah  Seymour, 
and  I  suppose  was  left  behind  with  other  furniture  when  he  re- 
moved to  Sodus,  N.Y.,  in  the  forepart  of  the  last  century.  Date, 
1 790-1 800." 


References : 

ACC.  NO.  45  :  1 161 
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MIRROR 

Wood:  Gilt  and  walnut  veneer. 

Dimensions :  Glass,  363/2  x  1^/2  inches;  Over-all  height,  39^4  inches. 

Description  : 

Condition :  Bottom  glass  is  old ;  top  glass  a  replacement. 

History:  Belonged  to  Laura   (Wells)  Churchill. 

Notebook:  "This  mirror  was  the  wedding  outfit  of  my  grandmother,  Laura 
Wells  Churchill  (1789-1877),  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  to 
John  Churchill  (1 785-1 823),  both  of  Newington.  She  was  mar- 
ried September  9,  181 1,  in  the  house  of  her  father,  Capt.  Absalom 
Wells  ( 1 766-1 839),  at  the  family  home,  'Ten  Rod'.  This 
mirror  when  I  first  knew  it,  was  in  the  possession  of  her  daughter 
Laura,  by  whom  it  was  given  to  me.  I  thought  it  unusual  in 
having  an  inside  frame  of  walnut,  but  did  not  understand  the 
significance  of  that  peculiarity  until  one  time  when  the  late  Pro- 
fessor Theodore  S.  Woolsey  came  into  my  house  in  New  Haven 
and,  looking  at  the  mirror,  said,  'You  have  two  mirrors  there. 
The  inside  frame  of  walnut,  mounting  the  two  beveled  glass 
plates,  must  be  as  early  as  1720,  while  the  gilt  frame,  which  is 
Empire  in  design,  must  be  after  1800.'  Of  course,  he  was  right 
about  that.  I  can  only  imagine  that  the  bride's  father,  Capt. 
Absalom  Wells,  said  to  her  when  she  was  getting  ready  to  be 
married,  'Now,  Laura,  you  had  better  have  that  old  family  mirror 
'up-chamber'  taken  into  Hartford  and  put  it  in  a  new  frame.' 
That  would  account  for  the  mirror  as  I  have  it  today.  Prof. 
Woolsey 's  view  has  been  confirmed  by  other  experts.  It  would 
appear  that,  at  the  time  of  my  grandmother's  marriage,  she  was 
given  an  old  Queen  Anne  mirror  from  which  the  'cut  work'  at 
the  top  and  bottom  were  removed,  and  which  she  had  mounted  in 
a  handsome  gilt  Empire  frame.  It  is  probable  that  the  old  part 
was  an  heirloom  in  the  Wells  family  and  not  unlikely  that,  at 
the  time  she  had  it  set  in  a  new  frame,  the  'cut  work'  at  the  top 
and  bottom  had  been  broken  or  damaged.  Isham  was  quick  to 
analyze  this  piece  and  thought  the  old  Queen  Anne  mirror  feature 
very  fine." 

References : 

acc.    NO.   45:    I160X 
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9i 


Wood: 
Dimensions 

Description 
Condition  : 
History  : 
Notebook : 


MIRROR 

Mahogany. 

Glass,  12  x  18  inches;  Over-all  height,  30  inches. 

Piece  has  applied  gilded  bird. 

Glass  has  been  replaced. 


"I    bought   this   at   East   Plymouth,   Conn.,    from   a   Mrs.   Cooke, 
then  living,  I   think,  in  the  old  Royce  house.  She  supplied  me  at 
the  time  with  considerable  data  regarding  the  early  history  of  St. 
Matthew's  Church." 
ACC.  NO.  45:  1 1 62 


92 


BED 

I  food:  Curly  maple. 

Dimensions :     86  inches  hijrh,  77  inches  long,  53^2  inches  wide. 

Description  : 

Condition:        Has  been   refinished. 

History  : 

Notebook: 

References : 

acc.  xo.  45  :  1 124B 


93 


Wood: 
Dimensions : 
Description : 
Condition  : 
History  : 
Notebook  : 
References: 
ACC.  no.  45  :  1 124 


BED 

Curly  maple. 

73  inches  high,  78  inches  long,  53  J^  inches  wide. 

Over  restored. 


94 


Wood: 
Dimensions : 
Description : 
Condition  : 
History  : 
Notebook  : 


References : 
ACC.  NO.  45 


TAMBOUR  FRAME 

Cherry  and  curly  maple. 

35  inches  high,  42  inches  wide,  35  inches  deep. 

Carefully  restored. 
Bought  in  Harwinton. 

"I  bought  this  tambour  frame  twenty-five  or  thirty  years  ago 
from  Miss  Amy  Maria  Phelps  of  Harwinton.  It  was  put  in  order 
by  Robbins  Bros,  and  has  since  been  stored  in  Bristol.  I  do  not 
know  the  age  of  the  piece,  but  Miss  Phelps  told  me,  I  think,  that 
it  was  used  in  her  school  in  the  old  Phelps  mansion  in  Harwinton 
for  the  instruction  of  young  ladies  in  tambour  work.  Native-made 
New  England  tambour  frames,  I  think,  are  rare.  I  never  saw 
but  this  one." 


1 126 
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CRADLE,  SWINGING 

Wood:  Cherry. 

Dimensions:     40  inches  high,  37  inches  wide,  9  inches  deep. 

Description : 

Condition:        Slots  in  top  of  cradle  for  a  rod  to  support  netting.  Rod  is  missing 

History : 

Notebook : 

References : 

ACC.  NO.  45  :  1 125 
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TABLE,  HUTCH 

Hood:  Pine  and  maple. 

Dimensions:     Top  diameter,   50  inches;   Seat — 17   inches  high,   22   inches  wide, 

16  inches  deep. 
Description  :     Seat  slides  out. 
Condition:        Has  been   restored. 
History: 
Notebook: 
References: 
acc.  no.  45  :  1 129 
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Wood : 
Dimension!; . 
Description . 
Condition : 
History : 
Notebook  : 


References  : 
ACC.  NO.  45 


TABLE,  PORRINGER  TOP 

Maple,  cherry  and  whitewood. 

25  inches  high;  Top — 30 Y2  inches  long,  19  inches  deep. 

Mahoganized. 

"Bought  in  the  rough  of  Robbins  Bros,  some  25  years  ago.  They 
were  to  do  it  over  as  a  maple  table,  but  blundered  into  mahoganiz- 
ing  it  after  planing  the  top.  I  was  greatly  put  out  when  I  discovered 
what  indignity  had  been  put  upon  my  purchase  and  they  offered 
to  take  the  table  off  my  hands,  but  I  concluded  to  keep  it  on  ac- 
count of  its  uncommon  delicacy  for  early  work.  This  was  probably 
intended  to  be  used  as  a  small  dressing  table.  For  that  reason  only 
a  single  brace  through  the  center  is  used.   1700— 17 10." 


1060 
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x;;: 


Wood: 
Dimensions : 
Description  : 
Condition : 
History  : 
Notebook  : 
References: 
ACC.  NO.  45  :  1062 


TABLE,  PORRINGER  TOP 

Maple. 

26)^  inches  high;  Top — 29  inches  long,  23  inches  deep. 

Trace  of  red  paint  remains. 

Top  new;  feet  and  one  leg  restored. 
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Wood: 
Dimensions . 
Description . 
Condition : 
History: 
A  otebook : 


References : 
ACC.  xo.  45 


Cherry. 

30  inches  high 


TABLE 


Top — 63  inches  long,  28^2  inches  deep. 


Refmished. 

From  Porter  House. 

"Cherry  tavern  table  with  a  single  or  medial  stretcher  joining 
the  end-stretchers.  I  espied  it  in  the  waterlogged  cellar  of  the 
Porter  house,  then  occupied  by  Dr.  Osborn,  when  I  first  went  over 
the  house  about  fifteen  years  since.  The  table  had  been  left  behind, 
1  think,  when  the  house  was  cleared  out  after  the  death  of  the 
late  Thomas  E.  Porter  (the  Last  of  the  Porters).  Dr.  Osborn 
gave  the  table  to  me  in  exchange  for  pasturage.  I  had  it  done 
over  in  Hartford  by  Morris  Schwartz.  For  years  I  kept  it  in  the 
School  Room  of  the  Hale  Mansion,  but  a  year  ago  I  had  it  re- 
moved to  Northampton  House,  whence  it  came  aforetime  as 
aforesaid.  Date  circa   1 740-1 750.  July   16,    1930." 


1 1 36 


IOO 


TABLE 

Hood:  Maple. 

Dimensions:     29   inches  hij^h ;  Top — 9s   inches   long,   ^S1-'    inches   deep;   Drop 
Leaves,  22^  \  inches. 

Description : 

Condition :        Considerablj    restored. 

History : 

Notebook: 

References:      Pilgrim,  #677,  description  p.  466;   Treasury,  #975 

ACC.   NO.  45:    1 1 1 1 


IOI 


^ 

^* 

Wood: 
Dimensions . 
Description . 
Condition : 
History: 
Notebook  : 
References  : 
ACC.  NO.  45:  1065 


TABLE 

Oak  and  pine. 

28^/2  inches  high;  Top — 28  inches  long,  20  inches  deep. 
Top  has  serrated  edge.  Marked  "L.Smith." 
Restored  and  reflnished.  Drawer  once  had  a  lock. 
From  Churchill  house,  Newington. 

Pilgrim,  #858,  description  p.  576;  Treasury,  #1241 
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Wood: 
Dimensions : 
Description : 
Condition  : 
History  : 
Notebook : 
References: 
ACC.  NO.  45:  1052 


TABLE,  TAVERN 

Pine  and  birch. 

25^2  inches  high;  Top — 43  inches  long,  32^2  inches  deep. 

New  feet.  Restored. 


103 


I  food: 

Dimensions 

Description 

Condition  : 

History: 

Notebook: 

References : 

ACC.  NO.  45  :  1043 


TABLE,  TAVERN 

Maple  and  pine. 

26^2   inches  high;  Top — 37^   inches  long,  23>j  inches  deep. 

Considerably  restored. 


IO4 


TABLE,  TAVERN 

If  nod:  Cherry. 

Dimensions :     27 y-'i  inches  high j  Top — 37  inches  long,  25  inches  deep. 

Description  : 

Condition:        Feet  and  top  have  been  restored. 

History: 

Notebook: 

References : 

acc.  no.  45 :  1038 
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TABLE,  TAVERN 

Wood:  Maple. 

Dimensions:     25  inches  hi«h  ;  Top— 30  inches  long,  31^/2  inches  deep. 

Description : 

Condition:        Questionable.   Possibly  over  restored. 

History: 

Notebook  : 

References: 

ACC.  NO.  45:  1040 
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Wood: 
Dimensions 
Description 
Condition : 
History  : 
Notebook : 
References: 
ACC.  no.  45  :  1044 


TABLE,  TAVERN 

Oak,  whitewood,  and  pine. 

26^  inches  high ;  Top — 33  inches  long,  22  inches  deep. 

Some  restoration. 


IO7 


TABLE,  TAVERN 

Wood:  Maple;  top  whitewoud. 

Dimensions :  26]A  inches  high;    Top — iil/j.  inches  long,  26'  2  inches  deep. 

Description  :  Old   red  paint. 

Condition : 

History:  From  Guilford. 

Notebook :         "Century  tahle  in  the  rough  found  in  Guilford.  Painted  Venetian 
red.    Lockwood   places   date  of   this  between    1710— 1 71 5." 

References: 

ACC.  no.  45  :  1039 
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Wood: 
Dimensions 
Description : 
Condition  : 
History  : 
Notebook: 
References : 
acc.  no.  45  :  1042 


TABLE,  OVAL 

Maple. 

26^4   inches  high;  Top — 38  inches  long,  29  inches  deep. 


IO9 


Wood: 
Dimensions  : 
Description  : 
Condition  : 
History  : 
Notebook: 


References: 
ACC.  NO.  45 


TABLE,  OVAL 

Maple  and  pine. 

26^2  inches  high;  Top — 33] 4  inches  long,  24  inches  deep. 

Feet  have  been  restored. 

"Bought  10  to  15  years  ago  in  New  Haven.  .  .  .  Fairly  covered, 
even  today,  with  brownish  black  paint  or  stain  and  there  are  no 
traces  of  any  red  paint  or  stain  or  other  color.  The  feet  are  re- 
markably preserved.  Margolis  says  the  oval  top  is  undoubtedly 
original.  .  .  .  [Note  in  Air.  Lockwood's  handwriting:  'I  have 
found  a  number  with  oval  tops.  They  are  usually  well  turned.'] 


1041 


IIO 


Wood: 
Dimensions : 
Description : 
Condition  : 
History : 
Notebook  : 


References: 
ACC.  NO.  45 


TABLE,  GATELEG 

Cherry  top ;  maple  frame. 

25  inches  high  ;  Oval  Top — 43  inches  long,  363/2  inches  deep. 

Top  is  not  original.  Piece  has  been  rebuilt. 


"Very  small  for  its  type.  I  personally  took  this  table  from  the 
famous  Churchill  house  in  Newington.  Mary  told  me  that  it  had 
belonged  to  Chloe  Deming,  the  second  wife  of  her  grandfather 
Solomon  Churchill  (1  764-1 842).  The  story  is  the  marriage  was 
an  unhappy  one.  The  Deming  wife  was  a  maiden  of  50  years  when 
married." 


1053 


I  I  I 


TABLE,  GATE-LEG 


Wood: 
Dimensions . 
Description . 
Condition  : 
History : 
Notebook : 


References  : 
ACC.  no.  45 : 


Oak,  beechnut,  cherry  and  maple. 

28  inches  high;  Oval  Top — 55^2  inches  long,  45^2  inches  deep. 

New  top,  feet,  two  legs  and  drawer. 

"Bought  in  the  rough  in  the  early  Eighties  (1 883-1 885)  in  Har- 
winton,  Conn.,  from  Miss  Aurelia  Harden,  to  whom  it  had 
descended  from  her  ancestor,  Deacon  Josiah  Phelps,  of  Windsor. 
She  had,  as  a  young  woman,  taught  school  in  New  Hartford,  not 
far  from  Harwinton,  and  my  mother,  whom  she  well  remembered, 
had  been  one  of  her  pupils.  At  the  time  I  bought  the  table  she  was 
living  with  her  kinswoman,  Miss  Amy  Maria  Phelps,  of  Harwin- 
ton, a  gentlewoman  who  was  forced  to  sell  her  heirlooms  one  by 
one  and  finally  found  an  asylum  in  the  poorhouse, — a  tragical 
story  which  has  no  place  here.  Also,  one  would  not  go  far  afield 
in  asserting  that  all  old  pieces  of  furniture,  particularly  the  fine 
specimens,  have  witnessed  tragedies,  and  most  pieces  have  suffered 
them  personally.  When  I  bought  the  table  it  had  a  very  large 
rectangular  top,  which  I  feel  sure  was  oak,  and  the  table  was 
painted  a  dull  red.  1  had  it  sent  to  New  Haven  and  used  it  as 
an  office  table  until  1889  when  1  formed  a  partnership  with  the 
late  John  C.  Earle  and  his  son,  F.  C.  Earle,  my  present  partner. 
I  then  sent  the  table  to  Hartford  to  be  'done  over'  and,  as  I  think, 
by  Robbins  Bros.  At  any  rate,  I  was  told  that  the  top  was  not 
original,  and  it  was  removed  and  replaced  by  the  present  thin 
whitewood  top,  for  which  new  hinges  were  used  in  new  places, 
as  the  table  shows.  This  is  the  tragedy  of  the  table.  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  old  top  was  the  original  top  and  that  it  should  have  been 
retained.  I  do  not  charge  bad  faith,  but  if  the  old  top  was  removed 
and  reserved  by  the  man  on  the  job  for  use  on  some  other  job  on 
account  of  its  age  and  quality,  that  would  not  be  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  Antique  Furniture  Reparations  that  such  a  thing 
had  happened — that  the  unsuspecting  owner  had  been  so  imposed 
upon,  for  be  it  known  that  those  who  repair  old  furniture  are 
always  in  quest  of  fine  pieces  of  old  wood,  which  are  hard  to 
come  upon.  Despite  these  vicissitudes,  the  table  is  superb  in  its 
turnery  and  still  wears  quite  the  'grand  air'.  The  wise  collector 
personally  superintends  the  repair  of  his  pieces,  inspects  them  daily 
during  the  progress  of  the  work,  and  has  profound  conferences 
with  his  cabinetmaker.  I  learned  these  lessons  too  late  in  my  long 
career  as  a  collector  to  save  some  of  my  best  pieces  from  being 
too  much  'restored'  and  to  prevent  their  deprivation  of  much  pre- 
cious patina.  The  Life  of  Man  is  Vanity  and  the  Way  of  the 
Collector  is  Hard." 


1048 
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u'3 


Wood: 
Dimensions : 
Description : 
Condition : 
History : 
Notebook : 


References: 
ACC  NO.  45 : 


DRESSING  TABLE 

Cherry,  whitewood  and  chestnut. 

29  inches  high;  Top — 33l/2  inches  long,  22  inches  deep. 

Some   restoration. 

From  Guilford. 

"Found  by  the  owner  in  a  barn  in  Guilford,  Conn.,  in  which  the 
household  effects  of  the  Baldwin  and  Eliot  families  were  stored. 
Perhaps  in  the  'setting  out'  of  Ruth  Eliot  on  her  marriage  to 
'Priest'  Baldwin.  .  .  .  Date,  1800.  This  is  an  uncommonly  fine, 
though  simple,  piece.  Entirely  original." 


1128 
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TABLE,  SWING-LEG,  DROP-LEAF 

Wood:  Maple,  cherry  and  oak. 

Dimensions:     27  inches  hi^h ;  Top — 36  inches  long,  35  inches  deep. 

Description  : 

Condition:        Spliced  new  foot.  Top  has  been  rejoined. 

History  : 

Notebook  : 

References: 

acc.   xo.  45  :    1067 


"5 


TABLE,  SWING-LEG,  DROP-LEAF 

Wood:  Maple  and  sycamore. 

Dimensions :     27^4  inches  high  ;  Oval  Top — 48  inches  long,  47  inches  deep. 

Description  : 

Condition . 

History  : 

Notebook  : 

References: 

ACC.  no.  45  :   1049 


Poor  restoration  and  finish. 


Il6 


Wood: 
Dimensions : 

Description  : 
Condition  : 
History : 
Notebook : 


TABLE,  SWING-LEG,  DROP-LEAF 

Cherry. 

26 ' 4    inches  high;  Top — 34/_>   inches  in  diameter. 

Top  and  feet  have  been  restored. 

From  Churchill  house,  Newington. 

"Top  a  replacement  and  the  feet  restored  from  originals  past  re- 
demption. An  unusually  small  table  of  this  type.  From  the  Capt. 
Charles  Churchill  house,  Newington,  Conn.,  built  1762-3." 


References : 

acc.  no.  45  :   1055 
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Wood: 
Dimensions : 

Description  : 
Condition  : 
History: 
Notebook: 
References : 
ACC.   NO.   45 


TABLE,  SWING-LEG,  DROP-LEAF 

Birch,  oak,  pine  and  whitewood. 

29^/2  inches  high;  Top— 38^  inches  long,  44^  inches  deep. 


Has  heen  restored. 


1047 
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TABLE,  SWING-LEG,  DROP-LEAF 

Wood:  Walnut  with  pine  interior. 

Dimensions:  29 '4   inches  high;  Top— 48  inches  long,  54  inches  deep. 

Description :  Drawers  in  each  end. 

Condition:  Some   restoration;  poorly   refinished. 

History : 

Notebook: 

References : 

ACC.   NO.  45:  1068 
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TABLE,  PEMBROKE 

Wood:  Cherry. 

Dimensions:     28^4  inches  high;  Top — 36  inches  long,  45  inches  deep. 

Description  : 

Condition :        Refinished. 

History  : 

Notebook: 

References : 

ACC.  NO.  45  :  1059 


I20 


TABLE.  PEMBROKE 

11  ood:  Cherry. 

Dimensions:     27  Vj  inches  high;  Top — 36  inches  long,  37*/*  inches  deep. 

Description  : 

Condition:        Considerable  restoration. 

History  : 

Notebook: 

References: 

ACC.  NO.  45  :    1058 
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TABLE,  PEMBROKE 

JVood:  Cherry,  birch  and  pine. 

Dimensions :     28T4  inches  high;  Top — 36  inches  square. 

Description  : 

Condition :        Considerable  restoration. 

History  : 

Notebook  : 

References  : 

ACC.  xo.  45  :  1061 
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Wood: 
Dimensions : 

Description : 
Condition  : 
History: 
Notebook: 


References : 
ACC.  xo.  45 : 


TABLE,  BUTTERFLY 


Cherry. 

26^4  inches  high 


Oval  Top — 403  2  inches  long,  45  inches  deep. 


All 


original 


"Ancestral  Butterfly  table  from  the  Capt.  Charles  Churchill 
house,  Newington.  Apparently  this  table  belonged  to  my  great- 
great-grandfather,  Capt.  Charles  Churchill,  who  had  it  made  for 
him  at  the  time  he  built  his  mansion  in  1  761-2.  This  is  an  unusual 
example  of  the  Butterfly  table.  It  has  superb  Butterfly  hinges.  The 
drawer  never  had  a  handle  or  pull.  It  was  given  to  me  by  my  cousin 
Mary  of  the  old  manse  fully  twenty  years  ago.  Now  at  Casa 
Bianca,  223   Bradley  Street,  New  Haven,  Connecticut." 

Pilgrim,  #868,  description  p.  581  ;  Treasury,  #914 

1051 
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■ 


Wood: 

Dimensions : 
Description : 
Condition  : 
History  : 
Notebook: 


References: 
ACC.  xo.  45 


TABLE,  BUTTERFLY 

Cherry  and  maple. 

27^2  inches  high;  Top — 41   inches  long,  39  inches  deep. 


All 


original 


"This  'butterfly'  table  belonged  to  my  grandfather  Churchill  and 
probably  to  his  father  before  him,  i.e.,  Capt.  Charles  Churchill. 
My  uncle  John  brought  it  from  Newington  years  ago.  I  suppose 
that  it  was  given  to  him  by  my  great-aunt  Lucy  C.  who  in  her 
old  age  lamented  that  she  had  'no  one  to  lean  on' — poor  thing! 
I  bought  the  table  from  my  cousin  John  C.  in  1919  when  he  sold 
his  house  and  brought  it  here  to  the  Birthplace,  Sept.  6,  1919, 
from  Bristol.  Stopping  in  Hartford,  I  showed  it  to  Morris 
Schwartz  who  said  it  was  a  fine  one,  (I  knew  that),  worth  $250.00 
easily.  He  put  the  date  at  1725." 
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I  food: 
Dimensions : 
Description  : 
Condition  : 
History: 


Notebook : 

References  : 
ACC.  NO.  45 


TABLE,  TIP-TOP 

Cherry. 

25^  inches  high;  Top — 30  inches  in  diameter. 


Belonged  to  Noah  Seymour,  great-grandfather  of  George  Dudley 
Seymour,  to  whom  it  was  given  by  his  cousin,  Carlton  Seymour, 
late  of  Hartford.  Date,  1 750-1 775. 

"Original  feet  intact;  oval  top  also  original,  as  well  as  present 
black  finish  which  was  designed  to  imitate  lacquer.  Date  about 
1 710.  Not  to  be  done  over." 
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TABLE,  TIP-AND-TURN 

Wood:  Cherry. 

Dimensions:     27  inches  hi^h  ;  Top — 35  inches  in  diameter. 

Description:     Three-board  top. 

Condition:       All  original. 

History: 

Notebook: 

References : 

acc.  no.  45  :  1057 
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Wood: 
Dimensions . 
Description : 
Condition  : 
History  : 
Notebook: 


References: 
ACC.  no.  45 : 


LOWBOY 

Sycamore. 

27^/2  inches  high;  Top — 3^/2  inches  long,  23J/2  inches  deep. 

Brasses  not  original;  top  a  replacement;  one  foot  has  been  restored. 
From  Churchill  house,  Newington. 

"I  have  always  understood  that  this  piece  was  the  lower  part  of 
a  highboy,  the  upper  part  of  which  was  still  held  by  some  other 
descendant.  Cousin  Mary  Churchill  told  me  so,  but  Sam  Wolf 
says  that  in  that  case  there  would  have  been  a  rail  above  the 
drawers  to  support  the  molding  receiving  the  base  of  the  top.  Was 
'Alary  of  the  Old  Manse'  mistaken,  or  could  the  piece  have  been 
cut  down  sometime  for  conversion  into  a  dressing  table  or  low- 
boy? This  piece  came  from  the  Capt.  Charles  Churchill  house, 
Newington,  and  was  bought  by  the  late  Dr.  Irving  W.  Lyon,  of 
Hartford,  author  of  the  Furniture  of  New  England,  from  one 
of  Capt.  Churchill's  descendants.  On  learning  that  I  was  also  a 
descendant  of  Capt.  Churchill,  Dr.  Lyon  re-sold  the  piece  to  me, 
and  I  had  it  put  in  order  by  Robbins  Bros,  who  provided  it  with 
a  new  top.  Date,  1700." 


1127 


Wood: 
Dimensions  i 

Description . 
Condition : 
History  : 
Xotcbook  : 


References  : 
acc.  no.  45 


STAND 

Maple. 

27)4  inches  high;  Top — 29  inches  long,  19^  inches  deep. 

Piece  restored  with  new  drawer  front  and  mahoganized. 

"Bought  15  to  20  years  ago.  Restored  by  Robbins  Bros,  who 
planed  the  top  and  mahoganized  the  whole  piece.  It  should  now 
be  restored  to  its  original  appearance  by  having  the  present  finish 
removed.  ...  1  have  to  admit  that  I  have  always  felt  sore  against 
Robbins  Bros,  for  such  a  stupid  and  damaging  job  as  was  the 
'putting  in  order'  of  this  really  good  old  turned-work  table.  Lock- 
wood  places  the  date  at  about  1700-17 10.  An  exceptionally  nice 
little  piece." 
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STAND,  TIP-TOP 


Wood: 
Dimensions: 
Description : 
Condition : 
History : 
Notebook : 


References: 
ACC.  NO.  45 : 


Maple  and  mahogany. 

28^/2  inches  high;  Top — 21  inches  long,  1^/2  inches  deep. 

Piece  badly  refinished. 

"Bought  in  New  Haven  15  or  20  years  ago.  Restored  by  Robbins 
Bros,  and  with  scant  taste  and  intelligence.  The  bird's-eye  maple 
top  was  left  undisturbed,  but  the  beautiful  turned  curly-maple 
pillar  was  mahoganized.  .  .  .  This  is  an  exquisite  piece  of  cabinet- 
work;  a  refined  design.  Lockwood  places  the  date  at  about  1800." 
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STAND,  CANDLE 

Wood:  Cherry. 

Dimensions :     27^  inches  high;  Top — 16  inches  in  diameter. 
Description : 

Condition :        Has  been   refinished. 
History  : 

Notebook:        "Belonged    to   Lot   Norton   Seymour    (1 788-1 844),    grandfather 
of  the  present  owner,  George  Dudley  Seymour.  .  .  .  Date,  1775." 
References: 
acc.  NO.  45  :  1064 
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Wood: 
Dimensions 
Description 
Condition  : 
History : 
Notebook : 
References: 
ACC.  NO.  45:   1045 


STAND 

Maple. 

27^  inches  high;  Octagonal  Top — 23  inches  in  diameter. 

Branded  "Yale  College"  underneath  top. 
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J  food: 
Dimensions  : 
Description  : 
Condition  : 
History  : 
Notebook  : 
References: 
ACC.  NO.  45 


STAND 

Cherry  and  birch. 

27J/2  inches  high;  Octagonal  Top — 19  inches  long 


From  Burnham  family,  Bristol. 
"Found  about  1885.  Date,  about  1800." 

1037 


16  inches  deep. 
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STAND 

Wood:  Cherry. 

Dimensions:     27  inches  high;  Top — 16^2  inches  long,  l6}/2  inches  deep. 

Description : 

Condition :        Scroll  top  probably  a  replacement. 

History : 

Notebook : 

References : 

ACC.  no.  45  :   1046 
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Wood: 
Dimensions . 
Description . 
Condition : 
History : 
Notebook : 


References: 
acc.  NO.  45 


STAND,  TEA 

Cherry. 

28  inches  high;  Top — 19  inches  long,  17  inches  deep. 

Refinished. 

"Lockwood  classes  it  as  American  Chippendale  of  about  1770—5. 
The  tapering  legs  are  splayed  at  the  back  or  upon  their  inner 
faces.  .  .  .  Bought  about  20  years  ago  in  New  Haven  from  Mal- 
lory.  The  stand,  as  a  whole,  is  a  very  refined  piece  of  cabinetwork. 
Restored  by  Robbins  Bros.  No  new  wood,  nor  change  of  any 
description." 
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JVASHSTAND 


J  food: 
Dimensions : 
Description  : 
Condition  : 
History  : 
\ote  book : 


References : 
ACC.  no.  45 


Cherry. 

30  inches  high,  14- 


4  inches  square. 


"This  simple  piece  I  acquired  in  the  rough  many  years  ago.  Done 
over  by  Robbins  Bros,  of  Hartford.  I  am  not  sure  where  I  got  it, 
but  I  think  it  was  among  Ruth  (Eliot)  Baldwin's  things  at  Guil- 
ford. Date,  about  1800." 
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CLOCK,  SHELF 

II  ood:  Mahogany. 

Dimensions:     35  inches  high,  18  inches  wide.  5I4   inches  deep 
Description:     Door  has   mirror.   Wooden  works.   Lahel   in   back   reads   "George 
-Marsh,   Bristol.  fr 

Condition: 
History: 
Notebook  : 
References: 
ACC.  xo.  45:   1 1 32 
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Wood: 
Dimensions  : 


Description : 

Condition : 
History  : 
Notebook  : 
References: 
ACC.  NO.  45 : 


CLOCK,  TALL 

Pine. 

Base — 16!4  inches  wide,  S-}^  inches  deep,  22^4  inches  high;  Body 
— 12  \s  inches  wide,  6^4  inches  deep,  36  inches  high;  Hood — 15^4 
inches  wide,  8' 4  inches  deep,  23  inches  high,  no  front  door  in 
hood,  two  side  doors  for  winding;  Over-all  height — 81^2  inches. 
Wooden  works.  Clock  has  red  stain.  Painted  wood  dial  marked 
"S.  Hoadley,  Plymouth." 


1132A 


138 


CLOCK,  TALL 


Wood: 
D 


intensions : 


Description  : 

Condition  : 
History  : 
Notebook: 
References: 
acc.  no.  45 


Pine. 

Base — 13 T4  inches  wide,  83/2  inches  deep,  13^2  inches  high;  Body — 
11^4  inches  wide,  8%  inches  deep,  43)4  inches  high;  Hood — 15 
inches  wide,  9  inches  deep,  24  inches  high,  no  door  on  front  of 
hood,  two  side  doors  for  winding;  Over-all  height — 81  inches. 
Wooden  works.  Clock  has  red  stain.  Paper  dial  is  printed  from 
engraved  copper  plate.  Engraved  medallion,  pasted,  is  marked 
"G.   Roberts,   Bristol,   N°  646." 
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-mwauii'iii.i    ■■'■« 


CLOCK.  TALL 

Wood:  Pine. 

Dimensions :     Base — I  5  '  4  inches  wide,  9  inches  deep,  1 3  inches  high  ;  Body — 1 1  ^4 

inches    wide,    J-"1  s    inches    deep,    45 ',  j    inches    high;    Hood — 16  \s 

inches  wide,  22  '4  inches  high,  9 '4  inches  deep,  with  door;  Over-all 

height — 81    inches. 
Description :     Wooden   works.   Clock  has  red  stain.   Paper  dial   is  printed   from 

engraved    copper    plate.    Engraved    medallion,    pasted,    is    marked 

"G.  Roberts,  Bristol,  X"  511." 
Condition : 
History  : 
Notebook: 
References : 
ACC.  NO.  45  :  1 1 32  C 
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Wood: 
Dimensions : 
Description : 
Condition : 
History : 
Notebook : 
References : 
ACC.  NO.  45 


DOUBLE  DOOR 

Oak  (?) 

Each  23%-i  inches  wide,  79  inches  high. 

Door  has  two  strap  hinges,  each  20  inches  loii£ 

From  jMoodus. 
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